This bear seemed to und erstand if
he waite d for my dad and me to leave
for the day, it was safe for him to raid
our camp. In tho se days my father
carr ied a Colt Troope r MKlll , .357
Mag on his hip while we rod e and
hun g around camp. I carried an S&W
Model LO
, .38 Special loaded with
some heavy hand loads my father had
taught me to craft (yes, I was loadin g
my own ammo by age 13). One d ay, a
forest ranger came into ca mp and said
he was looking to ki ll the aggressive
bear since he had severa l complaints
from other campers in th e area an d he
was certain the bear would eventua lly
harm a human. My father refused to
move our camp severa l miles to get
away from the bear and he stated
leav ing the bear to harass or harm
others wou ld be irr esponsib le on
ou r part. Those were the days when
com mon sen se was still commo n and
the politica l correctne ss that current ly plagues our society was not
yet preva lent, so the ran ger, looking
at the revolvers on our belts, said
30

"if you see that darn bear , go ahead
and kill him and then con tact the
ranger sta tion .''
Wow, the ranger had ju st given me
a ·'green light !" My plan, was to build
a campfi re and then pour a large
can of baked beans a nd a pin t of my
mother 's precious honey on the coa ls
and wait for Mr. Bear to come in to
the irre sistible odor. My mot her, who
suffered throu gh the Great D epression as a child , had a hard time Jett ing
go of her hon ey, but my enthu siasm
convinced her and the game was on.
At du sk, after pouring Van de Camps
beans and hon ey on the coals and
watching the smoke billow. it look less
than 15mi nutes for the bear to wander
in. Dad and I hid on the edge of some
bushes. The bear was a scant LO'away,
focused on the hone y and bea ns. My
.38 roared, followed a milli second by
my father' s .357 an d yet aga in my .38
let go, all in about 1 secon d. The bear
had soake d up thr ee lung hit s and ran
a sho rt distance and expired . The bear
would never again endange r my mom.

Little did my father know these types
of experiences would form me int o a
perso n who would seek out remote
wilderness all across the Ro ckies and
in seeki ng out ru gged wilderne ss, I
would also spend a life time seeking
the game anima ls who live there.

Real Life Reality
At the time of thi s writing I have
killed dozens of bear s. both black an d
grizzly. I've guided hunter s to dozens
more. Most of these bear s were killed
while hu nt ing them, but some were
killed because of rando m unpredicted
agg ressive behavio r, meaning they
attacked or were ac ting as if they were
about to. Other wildl ife ha s tried to do
me harm over the years as well. Once ,
in the Selway Bitterr oo t wilderness, I
used a .500 Lineba ugh revolver to kill
a bull moo se th at was either trying to
stomp me or breed me - I'll never
know which , but neither was acceptable. I've also had a pack of federally
dumped Cana dian wolves try to kill
my pack strin g of horses deep in the
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ldalio wilderness and when I got
between the wolves and their dinner ,
the alpha male attacked my wife and I.
He died to a well-placed .45-70 bullet
at just a few feet. Point being , if you
spend a let of time in the wilderness,
away from noisy logging machinery,
generators and other manmade
sounds, you'll discover many animals
show themselves and are dangerous
.- much more so than we are generally taught to believe.
We live in a time when our various
game agencies are inhabited by
politically correct tree huggers who
graduated college with a wildlife
biology degree and theoretical - not
practical - knowledge. They will
tell you wild animals rarely attack
humans and if they do, it is the
human's fault. Of course if they ever
got their ass out of their chair, they
would know better. For example, in
2011 in Montana, there were 7 documented grizzly attacks on humans.
This is all the more alarming when
you consider that only about 25 per-

the wilderness. Even in campgrounds
and at trail beads, I'm carrying. Since
I live in the heart of grizzly country
in NW Montana, most of my summer
and fall wilderness excursions include
:firearms capable of killing grizzlies ,
but I also find myself in other states
where there are no grizzlies in most
or all of their area. I normally choose
1ny firearms according to the need I
anticipate, which is determined by the
animals in a particular area. This is a
list of wildlife in no particular order
who can and do take human life in
North America:
• Moose
Your Best Weapon
• Bison
• Grizzly bear
Your best defensive weapon, if used
• Black bear
properly, will always be your mind,
• Wolves
but even if you stay aware of your
• Mountain lion
surroundings and are thoughtful, ani• Feral dogs
mals can show up in an instant. Plus,
• Buck deer
other people may not be mentally
First, let's focus on moose, grizzly
engaged and may find themselves in
a deadly situation and their only hope and bison, which require very powof survival may be you. I carry an erful cartridges to dispatch; any
assortment of firearms while I travel in cartridge capable of stopping them

cent of the land mass in Montana
has grizzlies. Who knows how many
unreported black bear and grizzly
bear · attacks occurred iu .Montana
tbe same year, where .the human
was prepared and armed aud simply
killed the bear and did not want the
trouble that comes from reporting/
documenting it. As earlier stated, I've
experienced 11rnltipleblack bears who
have acted aggressively, but I've been
told many times, black bears are not
aggressive. Those bears probably did
this to me because I lack a degree in
wildlife biology.
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will obv ious ly work on smaller species. When I am on the trail in gr izz ly/
moose/bison count ry, the re is a powerf u I revo lver attached to my body at
all times. I normally carry t hem in
sho uld er holsters, as hip holsters ca n
interfere with the use of a backpack,
and hip holsters often expose the gun
to getting banged around. My horse
will genera lly ca rr y a powerf ul scabbard rifle as well. Following is a list of
the guns I ca rr y a nd the am mo I load

them with whil e in grizzly country.
No matter how large or powerful the
cartridge, th e gun is less effective if
you r ammunition i u·t chose n for the
task at h and. Ammunition selection
is pa ramount to your success in protecting yourself and loved ones.

.500 Linebaugh
Of all revolvers I carry in the
gr izz ly woods, I use the .500 Linebaugh the most. orma lly I car ry one

of th ree different sta inless .500 Linebaugh revolve r I ow n. I use the .500
Linebaugh cartridge because it works
and also because it is housed in packab le revolvers. Bigger, more powerful
revolver cartr idges such as the .500
S&W are not useful to me, as they
are housed in enormo u ly framed
revolvers - too bulky and heavy . I
won't be car rying uch a monstrosity
on a I 5-mil e hike in the Rockies .
Stopping
a
bear/moose/bison
attack is far different than hunting
them. When huntin g, you get to
choose your shot at yo ur leisure,
with out the cr itter often know ing you
are around. So when bunt ing, you can
use sma ll ca libers and make up for
sma ller calibers with carefu lly timed
and placed shots. However. when you
are under attack , you have no time
to think or to plan. The anim al and
you are bo th adr ~naline charged. You
have to take th e shot offe red by circumstance and if you make a poor hit,
you' ll be glad to have a lot of power
on hand to make up for the Jack of
perfect bullet placement. In all three
of my stain less .500s, I carry Bu ffa lo
Bore item IB, which is a 440-grai n
hardca t flatno e bullet, traveling
around I ,350 fps out of a 6" barrel.
These loads will break both shoulders
on· a large grizz ly or they will easi ly
pierce his sk ull, com ing and going .

Using expanding bullets out of a
relatively low-velocit y handgun is a
recipe for insufficient penet ration.
Sure, the expanding bullet will make
a larger diameter hole, but if you
don 't get the penetration need ed to
destroy organs tucked behind fur, fat,
muscle and lar ge bone s, you may not
stop the animal in time to save yourself. Firing expanding bull ets from a
high-velocit y rifle is a much different
scenario than the limited velocity we
get from hand guns.

.475 Linebaugh
I only own two sta inle ss .475
revolvers. Both are Freedom Arm s
Model 83s. They are packabl e, strong ,
accurate and high qualit y. The .475
Linebaugh cartridge is an excellent choice in grizz ly/moose/bison

country and I'd use the .475 n1.ore if
the .500 did not work so well. I load
these revolvers with either Buffalo
Bore item 2B (420-grain hardca st
flatno se at 1,350 fps out of a 6" barrel)
or item 2E (440-grain hard cast extrawide flatno se at 1,300 fps out of a 6"
barrel ). Lately, I leave my beautiful
blue .475s at hom e where they will
not become rust chankored by my
extended exposure to the elements.

.454 Cassul
Again, packability is a neces sity
to me, so I carry a Freedom Arm s
Mode l 83 and a Jack Hunting modified Red Hawk, which was originall y
a .45 Colt. Bigger/bulkier revolvers
ch ambered in .454, such as th e Ruger
Super Red Hawk and Taurus Raging
Bull , are not pack able in very steep

and ru gged country where man y
miles need to be covered. The .454
with proper ammunition is also an
excellent stopper. I use Buffalo Bore
item 7A (325-grain hardca st flatno se
at 1,525 fps out of a 6" barrel) or item
7C (360-grain hardcast flatnose at
1,425 fps out of a 6" barrel) .

.45 Colt+P
The only advantage I can find to
carryin g a .45 Colt is carrying it in
the very small, lightweight/packable
Freedom Arms Model 97. At a nift y
36 ounc es it's a true powerhou se with
proper ammo. I hand-load a longnosed 325-grain har dcast bullet at
1,300 fps from its 5.5" barrel. To keep
the overall length of the cartridge
shor t enou gh for the Model 97's short
cylinder , I load the se long bullets in

shorte r 45 Schofield brass. If I do
ca rry a large- fr ame Ru ger 45 Co lt, 1
use Buffalo Bore item 3A (325-gra in
hard cast flatno se at 1,325 fps out of a
6 barrel).
11

.44 Remington Magnum
As we begin to discuss smaller,
less powerful car trid ges for defensive use against large and dangerous
a ni mals, the amm uniti on choices get

even more criti cal. With ou t proper
ammo , th e .44 Magn um is a very
'·weak limb " to be climbing on when
bison-sized animals are in th e mix.
In large-frame-on ly Ru ger revolvers,
I use Buff alo Bore Item 4D (340gra in hard cast flat no e at 1,425 fps
out of a 6" inch barre l) In all ot her
.44 Mag num revolvers, I use Buffalo
Bore Item 4A (305-grai n har dcas t
flatno eat 1,325 fps out of a 6" barrel).

There are a few rifles l norma lly
carry on my horse. I have been known
to carry a rifle in my hands if I get a
bad feeling. When not on the hor se,
the rifle is sitting around camp. Rifle s
offer an advantage as they are m uch
more powerfu l than handguns ; being
shoulder mounted, they are much
easier to shoo t with accuracy. However, they keep your hands full and
can be a has sle when you need to use

your hand s, which is pr etty much all
of the time. The se are the rifles I carr y
afield when I need to worry about the
biggest of wild animal s .

. 50 Alaskan
My favorite .50 Al< rifle was built
by D ave Clay on a M arlin XLR in
order to have an all sta inless, lowmaintenance rifle for Jong excur sions
in bad conditions. It features a 20"
barre l (short barr els come out of a
rifle scabba rd quickly). Da ve also
slimmed down the forearm and
installed a much strong er magazine
tube and magaz ine tube han ger.
Iron -sighted lever-action rifles are
flat, handy, simple and fast. Th e .50
Alaskan cartr idge is much more
powerful than needed for any crit ter
in orth .America. I ca rry Buffalo
Bore item 15B (500-gra in expanding
JPN at 1,850 fps) and item 15C (450grai n hardcast flatnose at 2,100 fp s).
This part icular rifle shoot s both loads
to the same point of impact, so I can
simply mix the two loads if I care to.

of training. Thi s is my most carried
rifle these days on summer excur sions.
. 45-70+P
The .338-06, loaded with 225-grain
Whil e less powerful than the .50 Barn es TSX bullets at 2,600 fps, is
AK , the .45-70+P cart ridge as loaded the minimum bolt-action cai:tridge I
by Buffa lo Bore suppli es enough trust for stopping grizzly and bison.
power to easily dispat ch any animal Min e sports a short 19" barre l for
in North America, and I prefer it over ease of handlin g and quick remova l
the .50 Alaskan for the cost of am mo, from a saddl e scabbard . Th e narrow
availability of ammo and the cost and 06 case gives me a tota l capac ity of
availability of the rifle. I carr y Buf- six. If I were to use a belted magnum ,
falo Bore item 8A (430-grain hardcast
fiatnose at J,925 fps) or item 8B (405grain expand ing JFN at 2,000 fps).

or a short magnum cartri dge, my
capacity would be four. Even tho ugh
this cart ridge is based on the 06 case
necked up to .338, it is far more deadly
than any 06 load I ca n craft, as bullet
diameter matt ers! Similar cartri dges
such as the .35 Whelen , .338 Federal
and .358 Wincheste1·would be equally
suitab le assum ing proper ammo.
These are the handguns and rifles I
use in the wilderness where the biggest

.444 Marlin
With proper ammo, this cartr idge
will supply amp le power to take on any
menacing a nimal in North America.
All thr ee of my .444s get little use
these days as they are blued steel and I
hate to watch them r ust. When I carry
them in the woods, they are stoked
with Buffalo Bore item 9A (335-gra in
hardc ast flatnose at 2,025 fps).

. 338-06
I often find that having a scoped
rifle can be an advantage when I
want a defensive rifle to cross over
as a hunting rifle for predators such
as wolves or coyotes. Ever since our
federal government illegally dumped
Canadi an wolves in the lower 48,
wolves have been on my "list" and
my kiWng of them is not usuall y
defensive. Th e scope can help make
longer shots and is a big advan tage in
thre ading bullets between branches
and obstacles. Since I use scoped
rifles all year, every year, I find \hat
scopes, set on low magnification can
acquir e close moving targets just as
fast as iron sights, but this is a matte r
WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER
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and hardest-to-stop animals can be
encountered. As mentioned , any
cart rid ge capable of stopping North
America 's biggest anima ls will work
well on the lesser species , but when
I am in areas where only those
lesser spec ies live, such as black
bear , wolves, or mountain lion, I
feel well-armed carrying almo st any
centerfire cartridge.
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Thi s is a good place to point out
the distinct difference s between the
black bear and grizzly bear mindset.
Un like grizzlies, who attack out of
territoria l and dominance issues and
are very difficult to dissuade , black
bear s generally attack because they
see humans as a source of food; black
bears can normally be dis suaded
easily by hurting them - you don 't
need to kill them, so any reasonably
power[ ul handgun cartridge, such
as a good stiff 9m.:rn load that
penetrates deeply (see Buffalo Bore
item 24F) will discourage them
and probab ly kill them anyway, if
properly hit. Wolves and mountain
lions are also easily "t urn ed " if you
hurt them severely. Mountain lions ,
with their stealt h, agi lity, claws and
fangs , possess more deadly tools
than all other North Amer ican
predators , but they have a fragile
body and a fragile mindset. Once
you hurt them, they cease and
desist instant ly. Buffalo Bore mak es
non -expanding,
deep-penetrating
loads for typical handgun caliber s
such as .357 Mag (item 19A), .38
Special (item 20H), .38 Super (item
33C), .40 S&W (item 23C) and .45
ACP+P (items 45230 FMJ or 45255).
These loads are designed ju st for
"woods" use when protecting
yourself against black bear, wolves
or mountain lions. Since many folks
who frequent the woods already
own a good 9mm or .38 Special ,
they can choose proper ammo and
be well armed for whatever Mother
Nature throws at them in the form
of these lesser, yet potentially
deadly , species.

Training
You shou ld obviou sly train your
mind and body for proper use of
your chosen firearm. For instance ,
my wife knows if any threat causes
me to bri ng my gun to bear , she
needs to not get between my target
and me. She also understands not
to back into me, bump me or touch
me in any way as that will definite ly
inhibi t my abi lity to hit what I am
shooting in the split second I may
have. We have discussed and drilled
these issues. I also find casua l and
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fun shooting drills really pay dividends. Tossing sticks into fast moving
water and then shooting at them is
fabulou s practice at hittin g moving
items and it's very fun. Everyone loves
this drill and it will keep people practicing for hours , if you can afford the
ammo. A remote-control toy car , with
an inflated balloou tied to its antenna
as the target, also makes for hours of
fun, unti l someone accidentally hits
the car.
I am at a loss as to why anyone
would practice with cheap ammo ,
then load their gun with serious
ammo and go afield withou t first
checking for zero and general func tion. All gun s have ammo preferences
and most guns will not :fire one type
of ammo to the same point of aim as
another type of ammo. Some gun s
won't even fire some ammo , period! If
your loved one s are going to depend
on you, you really should go to the
effort of sort ing these issues out long
before you think you' ll be relying on
any gun/ammo comb ination.
Learning to acqu ire your sights in
low light with the aid of a flashlight
is something best learned before you
need it. When my horses spook at
night in a remote wilderness filled
with gr izzlies, wolves, black bear and
mountain lions , I always exit the tent
with a flashlight and firearm. Thi s
happened just last week in Montana' s
Mission Mounta ins and I already
knew what my sights looked like
and how to acquire them (quickly)
in thi s situation. Carrying your
firearm inside a backpack is about
as hand y as ca rr ying your car gun in
the trunk. Your firearm s shou ld be
instantly accessible.
I carry all my firearms with a
round in the chamber. Whether they
are carried on a horse, in my holster
or are lying in the tent , they have a
round chambered and I have trained
my gun handling acco rdi ngly. While
I am not suggest ing you do the sam e,
I am suggesting you train yourse lf
to handle your firearms proficiently,
safely and quickly. If you choose not
to carry a round in the chambe r, then
please learn to chamber quickly and
pray you have both hands available
when the time come s. This is not an
issue with revolvers.
There is no need to fear the beau tiful wild place s or the anima ls that
live th ere, if you are prepared. If
you choose to be a prote cto r of your
family and self, know ledge and preparation are required and just might
keep your wonderful time with nature
from turnin g tragic. ""'\
For more info:

www. buffalobore. com
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