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Brian Pearce

n 1998 Marlin began offering
the Model 1895G Guide Gun
45-70. It featured an 18%-inch
_* ported barrel, Ballard cut
rifling, four-shot magazine, straight
grip, loop lever and American wal-
nut stock. The company forwarded
one of the first rifles manufac-
tured, which proved accurate with a
number of loads (both factory and
handloads) with 100-yard groups
measuring around one inch.
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The large
lever loop
provides more
room for the
fingers and will
fikely fit maost
shooters.

Considering that the .45-70 has the power poten-
tial to cleanly take any animal on earth, even being
used against large and dangerous game, combined
with the handy and reliable Marlin Guide Gun, it
was clear the company had created a winner. In
wandering around Canada and Alaska among the
great bears, it is obvious the above rifle has caught
on with guides and outfitters who make their living
with a rifle in hand. For a number of years, there
was such great demand that it was nearly impossi-
ble to find one for sale on dealers’ shelves, which
was largely the result of common deer and elk
hunters who also desired such a rifle.

Marlin has recently introduced another Guide Gun
known as the Model 1895SBL, which should be on
dealers’ shelves by the time you read these words.
For the purposes of this article, I was sent a prepro-
duction or prototype version. It is crafted from
stainless steel (with a couple of minor parts being
nickel plated) and features the same 18%-inch bar-
rel as the original Guide Gun, which is port free.
And like its predecessor, it features the excellent
Ballard-style rifling that has proven accurate with
jacketed or cast bullets. The magazine tube is full-
length and holds six cartridges. The stock is check-
ered laminated wood (green in color) and features
a pistol grip. In conjunction with the curved grip,
there is a large lever loop that does not appear to
be a copy of any existing after-market designs and

Brian examines a Marlin Model 18955BL .45-70
while hunting bear in northern Alberta.
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Yodel 1895581

is manufactured by Marlin. (More
on that in a moment.)

Also standard is an XS Sight
Lever Rail that is mounted on top
of the drilled and tapped receiver
and barrel (via the rear sight
dovetail) and houses an XS aper-
ture rear sight. The rail is just
over 11 inches in length and will
readily receive a variety of scope
rings and accessories. In addition
to housing a Ghost-Ring sight
and being suitable for mounting
a conventional rifle scope (with
standard eye relief), it will ac-
commodate Scout-style scopes,
red dot-style sights and Weaver

4

The Marlin
Model 1895SBL
.45-70 is an excellent
choice for hunting big game
such as black bear.

and Picatinny rings. The front
sight consists of the XS post,
which combined with the XS
aperture Ghost-Ring rear is one
of the best all-around sights for
general field use ever devised.
The white center line or stripe is
easily seen in low light or in dark
timber, yet the black surrounding
edges (or sides) offer an excel-
lent sight picture in strong light
or when trying to squeeze the ut-
most accuracy on paper targets.
The front sight can also be seen
quickly when time is of the es-
sence and a quick shot must be
made. XS sights are constructed
of hardened machine steel, mak-
ing them unusually durable, and
the rear sight is fully adjustable
for windage and elevation.

In handling the new stainless
steel Guide Gun, it balances well

and quickly comes to the shoul-
der, naturally right on target.
(The stock was short for my 6-
foot, 4-inch stature, so a Pach-
mayr slip-on recoil pad was used
only for the purpose of increas-
ing the length of pull.) The new
Marlin has an overall length of
around 36% inches and tips the
scales at 7 pounds.

The large lever loop — at least
when compared to the standard
Marlin lever loop - offers some
distinct differences. First, there
is considerably more room, prob-
ably around /% inch, between the
second finger and the front of the
loop. There have been a number
of shooters report that the stan-
dard Marlin lever loop bumps the
second finger hard during recoil
when shooting heavy .45-70 loads,
or the rearmost portion of the

Left, shown next to the original Marlin Model 1895G Guide Gun,
the Model 1895SBL is constructed largely of stainless steel with a
laminated stock, XS Lever Rail, aperture sights and large lever loop.

the
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Below, the barrel length of

1895SBL is 18% inc

hes.
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loop can bump the little finger.
This additional “room” will likely
alleviate both possible issues.

While I almost never fire a rifle
with gloves on, leverguns have
been carried in the pistol grip
area with gloves during cold
weather, and the large lever loop
gives the necessary room for this
application. This lever loop de-
sign allows a bit more of a run-
ning start at working the lever
with speed. And last, it allows the
hand to be placed where it is
most natural, and as a result the
trigger finger can be positioned
on the trigger where the shooter
desires, which may be the single
greatest benefit of this design.

From the Bench
and in the Field

Using factory fresh Remington
.45-70 ammunition containing a
405-grain softpoint bullet at 1,330
fps, 75-yard groups hovered
around 1% inches using the XS
aperture sights. The rifle was
sighted at 50 yards and the sight
removed, which can be rein-
stalled while holding its zero.

I was offered the opportunity to
try one of the new Swarovski Z6i
1-6x24 EE (with CD-I reticle)
scopes, which was installed on
the Marlin Model 1895SBL using
Warne Maxima Quick Detachable

=

The Swarovski Z6i 1-6x24 EE
scope was used on the new
Marlin Guide Gun. Ifts illuminated
reticle is adjustable for a variety
of light conditions.

30mm rings. The Lever Rail per-
mitted the rings to be installed
nearly seven inches apart. This is
an excellent combination for the
Marlin, as the scope can be de-
tached in just a few seconds and
reinstalled while retaining its
zero, or detached and the XS
sight installed, which likewise re-
tains zero.

For those not familiar with the
above Swarovski scope, it is a
relatively new product and boasts
of many significant features.
First, it offers a true 6x optical
zoom, clearly adding to its versa-
tility with 1x being ideal for
close-in timber hunting, danger-
ous game or other such worle,
while 6x serves well for longer
shots. The matte finish is low
glare and has proven unusually
tough and durable. In the Swar-

The Marlin Model 18955BL features an XS front sight and a Ghost-Ring
aperture rear sight. The XS Ghost-Ring aperture combined with the XS

Post is an excellent combination for a variety of shooting applications

and light conditions.

ovski tradition, clarity, resolution
and brightness are simply re-
markable with practically no dis-
tortion at the outer edges of the
field of view. The eye relief is
generous at 4.72 inches, leaving
plenty of room to prevent the
scope from bumping the shooter,
even when heavy .45-70 +P loads
are used that can offer signifi-
cant recoil. The click adjust-
ments move the point of impact
.54 inch at 100 yards.

The Swarovski Z6-series scopes
are available with an illuminated
reticle (Z6i), a system that is ad-

September-October 2009
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vanced and designed by hunters
for hunters. It is really very sim-
ple, taking more words to de-
scribe than it ought, but in short
it has a “daytime” and “twilight”
setting with the brightness of the

illuminated reticle being easily
adjusted for an individual’s eye
or hunting conditions. This is
an excellent setup, as some illu-
minated scopes provide over-
whelming brightness for early
morning or late evening hunting.
And there is a memory function
that retains the setting that the
scope was on when the illumina-
tion was turned off. To help con-
serve battery power, there is an
automatic shutoff (3 hours dur-
ing the daylight and 5 hours at
night) when there has been no
activity with the illumination. In

By removing one screw, the Marlin Model 1899531 can be field

stripped for easy cleaning, which also allows the barrel to be cleaned

from the breech end.

spite of the electronics and a
30mm tube, the Z6i tips the scales
at areasonable 15.9 ounces.

The new Marlin was checked
for accuracy with a variety of fac-
tory loads from the bench with
the Swarovski Z6i scope attached
and with the aid of sandbag rests.
At 100 yards several loads pro-
duced near MOA accuracy with
four-shot groups (referenced in
the accompanying table). Rem-
ington’s 300-grain jacketed hol-
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I'}eather produt;ts
for your hunting
- and sporting needs.

lowpoint (JHP) loads managed to
produce one group that was 1.2
inches center to center with three
of the holes touching, while the
Federal 300-grain JHP loads ef-
fectively duplicated that group
size. In preparing to use the rifle
on a northern Alberta bear hunt,
the traditional Remington 405-
grain softpoint load was tried,
which grouped just under 1%
inches at 100 yards. Next, the
rifle was carefully sighted at 50
yards with the above proven
Remington load. Should the rifle
take a bad fall during the hunt
and the glass sight get damaged,
the XS aperture sight could
quickly be installed and the hunt
continued.

Upon arriving in bear camp, the
rifle was fired to make certain it
had retained its zero, which it
had. That evening a bear was ob-
served that could have easily been
taken with the Marlin 1895SBL
45-70, but it was a six-day hunt,
and since it was not especially
large, was passed up. The weather
then turned wet and cold, and
the bruins seemed to brush up.
Then I slipped and did a first-
class job of breaking three ribs,
which is something I don't rec-
ommend! After lying down in
my tent and feeling one rib over-
lying another like crossed fin-
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New Steiner Predator® C5
10x42 and 12x42

Experience highest light transmission and
game sensing color contrast with the new
Predator C5 Hunting Binocular. The new C5
technology delivers pinpoint resolution and
is available in 10x and 12x, with longer
eye-relief and new twist-up oculars

with patented light blocking side flaps.

Feel the new ergonomically designed
pistol-grip rubber surface that gives
them a secure and comfortable
grip, even when wet.

Call your favorite dealer and ask
for the Predator C5 by Steiner.
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This 75-yard group was fired

using Remington .45-70, 405-grain
factory ammunition with issued
XS sights.

it impacted exactly where de-
sired. He instantly whirled and
disappeared into the thick brush
and in just a moment could be
heard hitting a creek with an im-
pact that sounded like a truck.
He stopped on the other side and
let out bellows and moans that
are typical of a mortally wounded
bear and which soon faded out.

Darkness was quickly closing in,
and the guide and I couldn’t find
him so decided to come back in
the morning and pick up the trail.

Marlin Model 1895SBL .45-70 Performance

advertised actual smallest 100-yard
load velocily velocitly group
(grains) (/ps) (Ips) {inches)
300 Federal JHP 1,880 1,855 1.20
300 Remington JHP 1,810 1,801 1.20
300 Winchester JHP 1,880 1,785 2.00
350 JFN Buftfalo Bore 2,100 2,010 (1465
405 Cor-Bon FP 1,650 1,698 1.45
405 Remington softpoint 1,330 1,303 1.45
430 Buffalo Bore cast GC 1,925 1,889 ~
460 Cor-Bon cast 1,650 1,621 2.35
Notes: The Marlin Model 1895SBL has a barrel length of 18% inches. Temperature during the testing
was 52 degrees Fahrenheit.

Unfortunately, there was some
rain overnight, and the bear had
headed into a swampy area that
was thick with brush. We were
never able to recover him, so the
guide decided to abandon the
search, which bothered me
greatly. I replayed the shot a
thousand times in my mind, but
the shot and bullet placement
were correct, and I am convinced
he didn't go far before expiring.
Certainly the old Remington 405-
grain softpoint did the job, as 1
have used it on elk, deer, black
bear and a number of African
game and have confidence in its
reliability. It is a great load. At
any rate, with two bear tags in

CATALOG #31

Catalog #31 is the only source you'll ever
need for current, obsolete and military
gun parts, gunsmith supplies, military
surplus and shooting accessories.
Order your catalog NOW!

manufacturers, such as Heckler & Koch,
Colt, High Standard, Ruger, Martin, Mauser,
Mossberg, Remington and Savage. Also SigArms,
Uberti, AMT, Benelli, and the full fine of Glock parts.

U.S. Orders: Shipped bulk mail. Shipping charges included.
Foreign Orders: Shipped air mail (30 day delivery) or
surface (90 day delivery). Shipping charges additional.

Our latest edition is over 1,344
pages and features more than
180,000 individual items, over 500
schematic drawings and parts lists,
and a store brand name to original
manufacturer cross reference.

We carry products for hundreds of

my pocket, I continued to hunt,
but there were no other opportu-
nities to take another bear with
the new Marlin Guide Gun, at
least for now.

From a gun writer’s standpoint,
I very much appreciate Marlin
lever-action rifles. They are sim-
ple in design, work reliably and
have always been crafted of
forged parts; the folks at Marlin
have never taken shortcuts that
have jeopardized quality, relia-
bility and reputation. The rifles
have proven time after time that
they are accurate, often produc-
ing MOA groups or very close to
that, right out of the box. On a re-
cent trip to the Marlin factory,
it was observed that company
employees and engineers are
committed to producing arms ef-
ficiently while always maintain-
ing quality. With a pedigree like
that, there is no doubt the new
Model 1895SBL Guide Gun will
be in great demand. @3

Mail: PO Box 299 West Hurley Ny 12491 — or — 226 Williams Lane, Kingston Ny 12401
Order Toll-Free: 866-686-7424 o Toll-Free Fax: 877- GUNPART » Web: e- GunParts.com
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MONTANA ELK!

Lapham Oulfilters is a small family outftting business offering
quality huals al an atfordable price. We hunt ek on the same fand
our family has ranched for generations in Southwestern Monlana.
We have 30 years experience as professional hurling guides and
invite you to consider us fer your next etk hunt. Feef free to calf ar
wirie for more informatian.

MAX & DEBBIE LAPHAM « www.laphamoutfitters.com
Box 795 « Jackson, MT 59736 « (406) 834-3134
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