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Brian Pearce

ollowing the success of a
' limited production Ruger
New Model Blackhawk .44
Special revolver built for
Llpseys during 2008/09, Ruger recog-
nized its popularity and made it a
regular production catalog ilem —
something it probably would have .-
never considered onits own.
In a subsequent conversa-
tion with Lipsey’s Jason 4
' Cloessner, we discussed
‘many other firearms
that would be suit-
able for another
exclusive, limited
production.

1 én_c:oumged Jason
fo consider the same
sun, but chambered
in .45 Colt, and
throw in a spare
cylinder chambered ;
for .45 ACP/Auto Rim and in :
blue or stainless stecl. He asked, “Should we make
it on the 50th anniversary .44 frame or 357 frame?”
I responded, “Both would certainly sell, but there
would be far more demand for the .45 Colt built on the
smaller .357 flattop frame and would be the first time
Ruger has offered such.” Jason took my suggestion, so

I hope this ontfit sells, or I might never hear the end
of it at the next i:mde show!
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The New Model Blackhawk .45 will initially be of-
fered in 4%- and 5'%-inch barrels in blue or stainless
'sreel There will be 500 units of each version (a total

2,000 revolvers). If demand warrants, those figures
can be increased.

- A blue version with 5%-inch barrel and a stainless
steel with 4%-inch barrel were ordered. I gave them a
going over finding overall quality, fit and finish good
The only dlsappomtment was fi af the 45 ACP cylm~

wou_ld have cha.nged ,t_:he, hea_dspa(.g !;0 the same spec—
- ications as originally used on U.S. Model 1917 re-
volvers from Colt and Smith & Wesson, it would have
also housed the .45 Auto Rim cartridge, With that said,
it is sunple and inexpensive to mill the back of the
cylinder to accept that cartridge. T was especially
pleased that the “warning and instruction manual”
notice was cleverly placed on the bottom of the barrel,
making the revolver notably more atfractive.

Tnternal dimensions of both guns were co

_barrel cyhnder i gaps we
) Sy = and 005 1ns
e o i respectwely
Throats of each
e of the .45 Colt

-cyhnders meas-
ured exactly 452
and were pre-
"h - cisely uniform,

- while both .45 ACP cyhnders
i _ had similar measurements. This
throat size was ideal for general use and top accuracy
with jacketed and cast bullets. The chambers also
measured on the minimum side of SAAMI dimensions,

which aided in cartndge ahgnment and accuracy, and

The revolver is capab!e of firing three of the four
cartridges, mdudmg the .45 AC P 1), 45 Schalield
(3) and .45 Colt(4). With a slight headspace modifi-
cation, as originally perfurmod o Colt and Smith &
Wesson U.S. Model 1917 revolvers, the .45 ACP
Veylinder can also iire the .45 Awro Rim (2).




The chambers of both New Madel
Blackhawk revolvers are cut to
SAAMI minimum dimensions and
feature throats measuring around
.452 inch, an ideal combination
for accuracy and long case life.

worked cases less, resulting in
longer case life. Having shot Ruger
A5 Colt and .45 ACP revolvers
manufactured from 1970 until
present, to my notion these are
the best, most correct chambers
the company has ever offered. In-
cidentally, chamber-to-bore align-
ment was good.

Barrel forcing cones were evenly
cut at 11 degrees. The rifling looked
excellent, and with all the new ef-
fort (as well as money) that Ruger
poured into improving barrel qual-
ity, the guns are expected to shoot
well.

The stocks were an ivorylike

Specifications:

Lipsey’s Ruger New
Model Blackhawk .45

Caliber: .45 Colt and .45 ACP

Barrel lengths: 4% and 5% inches

| Barrel twist rate: one turn in 16 inches

Finish: blue steel and stainless stesl

Sights; fully adjustable Micro rear.
blade frant

Weight: 42.4 ounces {4%-inch barral);
44 gunces (5%-inch barrel)

Trigger pull: 72 ounces

| Retail: $690, blued steel: $710,

stainiess steel

= i Bl Y :.i' g o Al E
The Lipsey’s Blackhawk features a fully adjustable Micro rear sight
housed in the flattop-style frame. The front sight was requested with a
height of areund .600 inch to allow sight-in with heavyweight bullets.

plastic with the Ruger medallion
and considering the gquality and
usefulness of these sixguns, I've a
notion to dress them up with big
horn sheep, stag or fancy walnut
stocks.

For those who might not be fa-
miliar with the Ruger 50th An-
niversary New Model Blackhawk
flattop .357 Magnum frame, it is
similar in size to the Colt New
Frontier (although slightly larger)
and features a transfer bar safety,
making it practical and safe to
load six eartridges. It features a
fully adjustable Micro rear sight,
which combined with the flattop
frame is attractive and considered
a clean and classic look by single-
action aficionados. This New Model
frame was introduced in 2005 and
features what Ruger refers to as

gl |illu_.".‘==
Rt lIiJIt""' :""'ii"' =
s it

an Indexing Pawl. This system is
much more forgiving (when com-
pared to previous New Model
Blackhawk revolvers) in aligning
chambers with the loading frough.

The steel grip frame is shaped
similarly to the original Ruger
Blackhawk flattop, featuring an
aluminum XR3 grip frame that
was used from 1955 to 1962 and is
so popular today. It is thinner and
measures .438 inch. Although not
exact and notably heavier, it gives
a similar feel to the Colt SA.

Incidentally, Lipsey’s requested
a taller front sight than is found
on the .44 Special counterpart.
This allows sight-in with heavier
bullets of 285, 300 and even 320
grains. For those who will never
use anything heavier than stan-
dard 250- or 260-grain bullets. the

Ruger top straps and rear sight combinations (left to right): New Model
Blackhawk .357 Magnum with “ears” that help hold the rear sight in its
channel, New Vaquero .45 Colt with fixed sights, original 1956-era
Blackhawk .357 Magnum with flattop frame and Micro rear sight and
Lipsey’s New Model Blackhawk .45 with flatttop frame and Micro

rear sight.
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The “warning and
instruction manual”
roll-mark is located on
the bottom of the barrel.

front sight can be milled shorter
50 that the rear sight body can be
adjusted low or flush with the flat-
top frame.

Before beginning the shooting
aspect of this article, primarily to
assist in getting the most accuracy
from these new sixguns, a set of
Brownells/Wolff gunsprings (800-
741-0015 or www.brownells.com)

It is simple and inexpensive to
mill the back of the cylinder.

was installed on each that helped
reduce factory pulls from 72 to 40
ounces (blue) and 76 to 44 ounces
(stainless).

IT'have already received two ealls
from fellow gun writers, several
from friends and readers, and
even Lipsey’s wanting to know
what pressure levels I consider
safe for these new sixguns. Meas-
uring web and chamber wall
thickness, especially just over the

Py ANCHESTER
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Although handload data was primarily devoped in a Lipsey’s Black-

hawk .45 Colt with a 5%-inch barrel and blue steel, Brian also tried
many loads in a stainless steel version fitted with a 4%-inch barrel.

bolt notch, is an indicator, but ad-
ditionally I placed a call to Ruger
and asked if .45 ACP +P ammuni-
fion is acceptable for that cylinder
and was told it should be no prob-
lem. The .45 ACP cylinder walls
are almost dimensionally identical
to the .45 Colt with similar
strength. The 45 ACP +P
cartridge has an industry
maximum average pres-
sure rating of 23,000 psi and is the
figure I consider 100 percent safe
in the .45 Colt cylinder. When the
.45 Colt is loaded to this pressure
level, it offers substantial perform-
ance and is capable of pushing
260-grain jacketed bullets 1,100
fps, 280-grain cast bullets 1,150 fps
or 318-grain versions 1,070 fps.

The above loads offer enough
performance to take deer, elk,
moose, black or even grizzly bears,

I

but it is important to match the
correct bullet to the game being
hunted. Only a small percentage
of shooters will want more power,
and for those it is suggested to
purchase a Ruger New Model
Blackhawk .45 Colt built on the
larger .44 frame, which will safely
digest loads up to 32,000 CUP
and will easily out-step the .44
Magnum. It should also be em-
phasized that handload daia
published for Ruger Black-
hawks and New Model Black-
hawks chambered in .45 Colt
that are built on the larger 4%
Jframe is not suitable and should
never be used in this .357 or
medium-frame .45.

For those who don’t need +P-
type performance, [ have included
many standard pressure loads that
are within industry pressure guide-

Left, a variety of factory loads were shot in the

Lipsey’s Blackhawk .45 Colt. Below, in addition to
hand-cast bullets, a variety of commercial bullets
were used to develop data for the .45 Colt.
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lines of 14,000 psi. This data con-
tains loads that are suitable for
defense, hunting, cowboy compe-
tition or general-purpose appli-
cations and utilize a variety of
bullet weights and styles. In spite
of being within industry pressure
standards, many offer a substan-
tial performance improvement over
factory loads. Most factory loads
are well below industry standards
due to the many black-powder-era
Colt Single Action Army revolvers
and other comparatively weak fire-
arms still in use. Frankly, black-
powder guns (often constructed of
comparatively weak iron or soft
steels) should not be used with
any smokeless powder loads!

Affer removing packing oil from
the chambers and bore of the 5%
inch barrel, I setiled down in a
seated back position to sight it
in. After some minor sight adjust-
ments and using a handload con-
taining Starline cases, 255-grain
cast bullets from Lyman mould
454190 and 9.0 grains of Alliant
Power Pistol capped with a CCI
300 primer, the first group meas-
ured 1.5 inches.

Next, factory loads were used to
check for accuracy and velocity.
These consisted of traditional Rem-

Lipsey's

ington and Winchester 250- and
255-grain hollowbase, swaged lead
bullet loads at an advertised 860
fps, which were the real cowboy
loads, being more or less in con-
tinuous production since around
1900 in smokeless powder ver-
sions, or 1873 with black. Addi-
tionally, loads containing swaged,
cast lead and jacketed versions
intended specifically for seli-de-
fense applications were tried. Over-
all accuracy of all factory loads
was satisfactory.

Although space will not allow
much discussion of .45 ACP per-

Left, a variety of powders was used in loads for both
revolvers. Above, RCBS and Lyman dies were used
to assemble ammunition.

formance, or handloading, select
factory loads were tried in both
revolvers. Overall accuracy was
good, with each gun proving capa-
ble of groups hovering around
one inch at 25 yards with select
loads. Using only 230-grain bul-
lets, the 5%-inch barreled sixgun
churned up average velocities
from 807 to 913 fps, with the latter
figure being produced by Win-
chester’s Supreme Bonded PDX1
JHP.

RCBS carbide dies were used
to size and expand new Starline
cases. Expander balls measured

Table | Factory Load Performance

load
(grains)

‘Ruger New Model Blackhawk .45 Colt

225 Buffalo Bore Barnes XPB
225 Winchester JHP Bonded
225 Buffalo Bare cast wadcutier
250 Speer Gold Dot HP

250 Remington lead

255 Buffalo Bore SWC/GC

255 Hornady Cowboy lead

255 Winchester lead

Ruger New Model Blackhawk .45 ACP

230 Federal American Eagle FMJ

230 Hornady FMJ/BN

230 Speer Blazer Brass FiJ

230 Remington UMC LeadLess FN
230 Remington UMG metal case

230 Winchester USA Protection JHP
230 Winchester USA FIMJ

groups were fired at 25 yards.

230 Winchester/Supreme Bonded PDX1 JHP
Nofes: Loads fired from a 5¥%-inch barrel. Temperature during testing was 78 degrees Fahrenheit, and

advertised actual
velocity velogity group
(fps) (fps) (inches)

1,000 1.066 14
850 868 1.8
1,050 1,091 1.7
750 851 il
860 845 24
1.000 996 1.9
725 722 1.3
860 776 2.0
837 145

848 .8

807 A7

360 2.2

895 1.4

892 1.3

814 11

913 14
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Cast and lead .45-caliber bullets in-
cluded: (1) Oregon Trail 200-grain

RNFP, (2) Rim Rock 225-grain
DEWC, (3) 225-grain cast RCBS

mould 45-225-CAV, (4) Speer 250-

grain lead SEC, (5) Oregon Trail

250-grain RNFP, (6) Hornady 255-

grain lead FP, (7) Rim Rock cast SWC GC, (8) Lyman 255-grain cast
mould 4547190, (9) Lyman 255-grain cast 454424, (10) SSK 263-grain
cast mould 270-451, (11) 280-grain RCBS cast mould 45-270-SAA and
(12) Lyman 318-grain cast mould 454629.

449 (for jacketed bullets) and .450
inch (for cast and lead bullets). A
ILyman roll erimp die was used to
seat and crimp bullets. The crimp

was adjusted to best suit each bul-
let but was generally as heavy as
the erimp groove or cannelure
would allow.

A couple of loads are listed with
the Hornady 200-grain HP XTP
that is designed without a erimp
cannelure for the .45 ACP. A can-
nelure can be placed on this bul-
let, or any jacketed .45 ACP bullet,
using a CH cannelure tool. An-
other option that I prefer is to use

Table Il Ruger New Model Blackhawk .45 Colt Loads
(Standard Pressure 14,000 psi)
overall
loaded
bullet powder charge velocity Iength commenis
(grains) (grains) (fps) (fnches)
200 SpeerJHP Titegroup® 7.1 867 1.535
| AA-2 7.0 757 ‘
Universal 9.0 823
208 Hornady HP-XTP Titegroup™ a5 925 1.550 taper crimp applied
| Universal 9.3 860 |
225 Speer JHP Unique 95 952 1.587
AA-H 12.0 934
Power Pistol 10.0 988
Titegroup™* e 848
225 Barnes XPB Power Pistol 9.7 1,030 1.572
240 Sierra JHC Power Pistal* 9.2 902 1.5825
I AA-5 105 807 ’
| 11.5 912
250 Hornady HP-XTP Power Pistol* 9.0 902 1.5975
| Universal 8.5 798 \
250 Speer Gold Dot HP AR5 10.5 810 1.576
| 11.5 938
Titegroup 8.7 820
VV-3N37* 10.6 369
250 Nosler JHP Power Pistol 9.0 899 1.600
‘ VV-3N37 10.5 860
VV-3N37* 11.0 915 ’
260 Speer JHP Power Pistol 9.0 903 1.590
200 Oregon Trail cast RNFP Titegroup 7.0 945 1.5845
‘ AA-2 6.5 787 ‘
Trail Boss™ 6.7 814
225 RCBS 45-225-CAV cast IMR-700X" 6.5 886 1.5885
' I AA-2 6.5 803 |
225 Rim Rock DE Wad-Cutfer Power Pistol 8.0 976 1.370
8.5 1,015
9.0 1.061
Titegroup 5.0 785
| 6.0 910
Titegroup™® 6.5 967
250 Oregon Trail RNFP .452-inch Red Dot 50 698 1.583
' I 55 748
Red Dot* 6.0 794
Bullseye 5.0 715
s 6.0 818 {Continued on next page)
December-January 2012 www.handloadermagazine.com 59



Jacketed bullets used to develop
handload data included: (1) Speer
200-grain JHP, (2) Hornady 200-grain
HP-XTP, (3) Barnes 225-grain XFB,
(4) Speer 225-grain JHP, (5) Hornady
240-grain XTP-MAG, (6) Sierra 240-

| grain JHC, (7) Hornady 250-grain
HP-XTP, (8) Nosler 250-grain JHP,

(9) Speer 250-grain Gold Dot HP
and (10) Speer 260-grain JHF.

a taper crimp die that will hold
bullets in place during recoil of
any standard pressure loads and
will provide enough bullet pull
to assist with proper ignition. Al-

though the above Hornady 200-
grain bullet was the only .45 ACP
bullet used, I have successfully
taper crimped many 230-grain .45
ACP bullets in .45 Colt cases, in-

cluding the Speer Gold Dot and
Hornady HP-XTP. Data for the
Speer 225-grain JHP bullet may be
interchanged with the above 230-
grain .45 ACP bullets.

Table Il

Ruger New Model Blackhawk .45 Colt Loads
(Standard Pressure 14,000 psi)

(Coniinued from previous page)

overall
lnaded
bullet powder charge velocity length comments
(grains) (grains) (fps) (inches)
250 Oregon Trail RNFP 452-inch Bullseye 6.5 870 1583
= | 7.0 920
IMR-700X 5.0 B97
55 760
6.0 801
65 861
250 Speer lead SWC AA-§ 10.5 831 1.6155
\ 11.0 880
11.5 923
Titegroup 5.7 710
| 6.2 765
AA-2 6.5 734
AA-2* 7.0 795
255 Hornady lead FP Titegroup 52 708 1.580
7 | 9.7 765
Titegroup® 6.2 826
AR-2 6.5 769
| Trail Bass 6.0 740
255 Rim Rock cast SWC GC Titegroup 6.2 838 -
[ 6.7 886
Power Pistol™ 9.0 960
! Universal 8.5 935
255 Lyman cast 454190 Red Dot 6.0 854 1.580 factory load duplication
Bulliseye 6.0 865
Pawer Pistol 8.0 921
== 8.5 961
= Power Pistol* 9.0 9g4
260 Lyman/Keith cast 454424 Unique 90 937 1620
263 58K cast 270-451 AA-5 11.0 918 1.658
| V=3NS 105 922 |
280 RCBS cast 45-270-SAA Power Pistal* 8.0 902 1.653
Titegroup 6.0 810
6.5 840
7.0 a11
Longshot 95 965
AA-5 10.5 960
* indicates potentially the most accurate powder with that bullet
Notes: Loads fired in a 5%-inch barrel. Starline cases and CCI 300 primers used throughout. Temperature during testing ranged from 70 to 92 degrees Fahren-
heit. Be Alerf - Publisher cannol accepl responsibility for errors in published Ioad 0aia.
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Above, the Lipsey’s Ruger New Model B.'ackhawk .45 Colt was accurate
with a variety of loads. Right, Brian considers maximum cartridge overall
length to be around 1.6535 inches, or bullets may “walk” out the end of
the chambers and tie up the cylinder when subjected fo recoil. The load

shown features a Lyman 318-grain cast bullet from mould 454629.

Due to their quality, uniform over-
all length (for consistent crimp)
and notable strength, Starline cases
were used exclusively. It should
be noted that they produce less
chamber pressure (stoked with
identical loads) than most other
cases. They are available factory
direct at 1-800-280-6660.

Large pistol primers will offer
proper ignition with any of the

Barrel forcing cones were evenly

cit at 11 degrees.

powder and bullet combinations
used in the accompanying data,
with CCI 300s being used exclu-
sively. The only exception being
Hodgdon H-110 powder, which
was only used with the 318-grain
cast bullet from Lyman mould
454629. When matched with a heavy-
for-caliber bullet, it will ignite
easily and offers uniform veloci-
ties with a standard non-magnum
primer. On the other hand, in ex-
tremely cold temperatures, I have

seen this powder squib, barely
generating enough pressure get
the bullet out the barrel! For these
reasons I always suggest a mag-
num primer, such as the Federal
155, when loading H-110.

Itis always interesting how a car-
tridge changes personalities based
on bullet choice, with the .45 Colt
being a great example. There are
several jacketed bullets that offer
quick, reliable expansion,
even on pests as small as
Jjackrabbits, but alse serve
well for hunting deersized
game and home defense. Exam-
ples include the Sierra 240-grain
JHC, the Speer 250-grain Gold Dot
HP, Hornady 250-grain HP-XTP
and Nosler 250-grain JHP. Inter-
estingly, Speer, Nosler and Barnes
bullets measure 451 inch, while
the Sierra measures 4515 and
Hornady .452 inch. There were a
number of loads iried (that were
not necessarily included in the
tables), and frankly there was very
little difference in accuracy between

the above bullets, with the Sierra
and Hornady being tops and the
Nosler and Speer being right on
their heels. Each delivered enough
accuracy that I would rather choose
the bullet based on its terminal
performance characteristics. With
the correct load, each proved ca-
pable of 1.0- to 1.5-inch 25-yard
groups. In spite of differences in
their diameter, jacket materials
and profiles, data can safely be in-
terchanged as long as bullets are
the same weight.

Two swaged lead bullets from
Speer and Hornady were fried,
which weighed 250 and 255 grains.
The .452-inch Speer was an SWC
profile that was coated with a rel-
atively new lubricant and resulted
in little barrel leading at speeds

HOCH CUSTOM BULLET MOULDS

Tool room quality, nose-pour,
most standard or custom designs
made to order. Cylindrical
(straight) or tapered. Rifle &
pistol designs available.

COLORADO SHOOTER’S SUPPLY
Shop 575-627-1933 » Home 575-627-6156
910 N. Delaware = Roswell, NM 88201
davefarmer@hochmoulds.com

www.hochmoulds.com
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_ Mervrit
Iris Apertures

“We recommend to all who
are having |
trouble with
vision of the |
sights to try
the Merit Iris [
Shutter Disk” | :
- Elmer Keith, Sixguns by Keith

518-346-1420
merifcorporation.com

R

TS Scheneciady, NY 12309

BL LLET LUBRICANT
Superior Accuracy with Blackpowder or 5
Call us for stick and bulk 3

prices, or visit our website.

SPG 1 .ubricant’s Bl ack Pu“du

V{’\V\"(.B AC PU\VDER&;P(, COM
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of 850 to 900 fps. Accuracy was
good. The Hornady bullet was a
flatpoint profile, sized .454 inch
and was cold swaged from 95 per-
cent lead and 5 percent antimony.
It was likewise accurate and pro-

duced minimal barrel leading at
around 850 fps.

Good cast bullets for the .45 Colt
are legion, but there are a few
noteworthy versions. Based on
the Magma RNFP design, Oregon
Trail Bullet Company (PO Box
529, Baker City OR 97814; 1-800-
811-0548; www.laser-cast.com) of-
fers a 200- and 250-grain version
cast with exceptional quality and

are a firstrate choice for the cow-
boy action shooter. Rim Rock
Bullets (www.RimRockBullets.net)
recently began offering a 225-grain
wadcutter, known as the DEWC,
that has quickly become popular.
It was tried at 50 yards where it
proved accurate, and having a full-
caliber meplat, it delivered incred-
ible shock on game. It should
likewise be an excellent choice for

it Ruger New Model Blackhawk .45 Colt Loads
(+P Pressure 23,000 psi)
overall
loaded
bullet powder charge velocity length comments
(grains) (grains) (fps) (inches)
225 Speer JHP VV-N110 210 1,093 1.587
| | 220 1,160 |
225 Bames XPB Power Pistol 10.2 1,071 1572
| | 10.7 1.124 |
240 Sierra JHC Longshot 120 1,007 1.5825
I 125 1,072
Titegroup 8.0 928
| 85 957
240 Hornady XTP-MAG Longshot 125 1,066 1.655
| AA-9 18.5 1,067 I
250 Hornady HP-XTP Longshot 1.0 925 1.5975
I 15 962
12.0 1.010
AA-S 17.0 963
| 180 1,022
AA-9* 18.5 1,062
250 Speer Gold Dot HP 2400 16.5 862 1.576
‘ 17.5 925
18.5 1,014
Power Pistol 10.0 974
Power Pistol* 11.0 1,046
955 Rim Rock cast SWC GG AA-9 17.0 977 =
AA-ST 18.0 1,060
i85 1,127
VV-N350 120 1,081
12,5 1,020
13.0 1.7
260 Lyman/Keith 454424 AA-9 185 1,095 1.620
280 RCBS cast 45-270-SAA \W-N350 11.0 1,037 1.653
VV-N350* 12.0 1,104
Titegroup 7.5 988
AA-Q 18.0 1,145 accurate and notable velocity
2400 180 1,038 :
Power Pistol 10.0 1,053
318 Lyman cast 454629 H-110 205 1,039 1.6535
| 215 1,070 excellent hunting load
Longshot* 10.5 946
| 11.3 1,020
Warning: These loads exceed SAAMI pressure limits for the .45 Colt and should only be used in Ruger New Mode! Blackhawk revolvers, or firearms of
similar strength.
* indicates potentially the most accurate powder with that bullet
Notes: Barrel length: 5% inches; Starline cases used throughout. CCI 300 primers used in all loads except with H-110 powder, where Federal 155 primers were
used. Temperature during festing was 70 to 85 degrees Fahrenheit.
Be Alert - Publisher cannot accept ity for errars in load data.
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defense purposes. Another inter-
esting bullet from Rim Rock was a
255-grain SWC with a gas check
that was cast with a Brinell hard-
ness number (BHN) of 10 to 11,
which has the potential to slug up
in revolvers with larger throats.
Acenracy was good and there was
no harmful barrel leading.

A bullet that is often used in my
ancient Colt SAs and likewise per-
forms well in the Lipsey's Ruger
is from Tyman mould 454190, a
255-grain RNFP bullet that has a
similar profile to nineteenth-cen-
tury factory bullets. Tt is crimped
over the ogive for an overall car-
tridge length of around 1.580
inches.

Another favorite includes bullets
from RCBS mould 45-270-SAA,
which from my alloy throws bul-
lets at between 280 and 285 grains.
It is effectively a modern Keith
bullet with three driving bands, a
single grease groove and a beveled
crimp groove. The overall car
tridge length (1.653 inches) is close
to maximum for this Ruger .45
Colt, so be certain to use a suffi-
ciently heavy crimp. Pushed from
800 to 1,150 fps, it is a game killing
machine and is accurate.

Another cast bullet that is note-
worthy comes from Lyman mould
454629, originally designed by my
old friend Dick Casull for his 454
Casull cartridge. It features a gas
check (with Hornady crimp on
versions being used here), three
grease grooves, a meplat (aka flat
point) measuring around .315 inch
and weighs between 315 and 320
grains, depending on alloy. If I
were to attempt moose or big
bears, this would be a first-choice
bullet. All cast bullets were sized
to 452 inch, and it is suggested to
fully size the front driving band to
allow cartridges to chamber cor-
rectly in the Ruger 452-inch throats.

(Comtinued on page B1)
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CARTRIDGE
= Wildcat development
+ Loading OVER 200 different calibers
= Correct headstamped wildcat brass
WEBSITE: http://www.qual-cart.com
P:0. Box 445, Hollywood, MD 20636 (301 373-3719)

TOP QUALITY ..
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.25 to 8 Bore and Beyond!
Tel: 307-754-5255 Fax: 307-754-5355

P.0. Box 835 - Cody, WY 82414
www.mitbaldybulleis.com

Cylinder Base Pins
Ruger, Colt, and Replicas
Belt Min. Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 353 - Belgrade, MT 59714
Phone & Fax 1-406-388-1396

www.belimountain.com
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Rich, Rebert, Panl,
Carroll, Duane
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Regardless of bullet ¢hosen, the
maximum overall cartridge length
should not exceed approximately
1.654 inches. This leaves about
{012 inch before the bullet pro-
trudes from the end of the eylin-
der, and since there will be some
cartridge length “growth” or bul-
lets “walking” slightly during re-
coil, it is necessary to have that
.012 inch margin of safety for reli-
ability reasons.

Powder selection has grown, and
today we have many outstanding
choices. Some of the faster-burn-
ing powders that gave notably
good results in terms of accu-
racy and low extreme spreads in
standard pressure loads included
Hodgdon Titegroup, Alliant Red
Dot, Accurate No. 2 and IMR-700X.
Notable medium burn rate pow-
ders included Alliant Power Pistol,
Accurate No. 5, Hodgdon Long-
shot and Vihtavuori 3N37. In loads
that exceeded industry pressure
guidelines, with some data ap-
proaching 23,000 psi, outstanding
powders included Hodgdon Long-
shot, H-110, Alliant Power Pistol,
2400, Accurate No. 9 and Vihta-
vuori N350. Space will not allow a
detailed discussion of my favorite
bullets and loads (and will have
to wait for another day), but satis-
factory results should be obtained
with each load listed.

As can be seen in the accompa-
nying tables, these revolvers were
fired extensively to develop data.
After all shooting was completed,
five factory loads were again
tried for accuracy. In each in-
stance, groups tightened notably
when compared to groups ob-
tained with identical loads when
the revolver only had a few shots
fired through it.

The Lipsey’s Ruger New Model
Blackhawlk .45 1is an accurate field
companion that is long overdue.
Quantities are limited, and I'm bet-
ting they won't last long. ®

December-January 2012

SOUWESTER
OUTFITTING

NEWFOUNDLAND, CANADA
Moose, Woodland Caribou & Black Bear Hunts
Book now for 2012 & 2013 = Tel/Fax: (877) 751-1681
dean.wheeler@nf.sympafico.ca -www.biggamecanada.com

P.0. Box 159, York Harbour, NL, Canada ADL 1L0

Quality Hard-Cast Bullets |
e BHN 5-22 » ;

Large Selection of Fistol & Rifie Bulk

PO Box 130 = Littlerock, €A 9354

661-998-3164 « WWW.RGBBULLETS.CO,

h Plains

s & Barrels, L.L.C.

Offering Button and
Cut-Rifled Barrels.

Most calibers and twist rates.
Contaect: Norman Johnson

Phone: 701-448-9183
E-Mail: nrjonsn@wesiriv.com
243 14th Avenue NW - Turlle Lake, ND 58575

uff-Lon

Quality Products

LUBRICATING BALLISTIC FILLER
SINCE 2001
LESS CLEANING
MORE CONSISTENCY
ALL NATURAL (NO SYNTHETICS)
500 cc $25.95 Plus 54.00 S&H
1500 cc $54.95 Plus $6.00 S&H

FIRE LAPPING BALLISTIC FILLER
“BORE POLISHING KIT”
Four Optical Grade Polishers
$49 95 Plus $6.00 S&H

WORLD’S BEST HOUSEHOLD OIL
SINCE 2006
CONTAINS: TEFLON SOLIDS
AND RUST INHIBITORS
1.25 oz $7.95 Plus $2.00 S&H

TO ORDER or QUESTIONS CALL: 800-369-4518
www.pufflon.com 344 LCR 759, Groesbeck, TX 76642

50-140-3"x
45-120-3"%
40-90-3'4

Guides to Reloading the Big
Sharps Siraight Cartridges
Contact Author: Steve Carpenter
www.getagripgunbooks.com
shootd5120@centurytel.net
920-833-2282

\Ill\t Vi entuﬂno S

Not Your Powder!

4607 W. Elderberry Avenue

= This powder measure will not cut powder!
= Charge directly into the cartridge cases
» Charge 100 cases in less than 4 minutes

Johnson Design 5pec1aht:es
Spokane, WA 99208 - 509-464-0697 *g

JDS Quick Measure =

Cut Your Reloading Time!

smalstuf@mindspring.com %’_
WWW.quick-measure.com
wwuw.handloadermagazine.com 81
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