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AMMO ~ TEST By Denis Prisbrey 
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IVE a~BSPL 
(left) Buffalo Bore's hot 

.38SPl +P loads are 
do-able in the smaller 

snub, but more comfort­
able in the heavier 3" 

Ruger GP100 . (Right) It 
doesn't have to be a 

hi-cap master blaster, 
a good short-barreled 

.38 can do the job , 
and better than ever 

with the right ammo! 

IN THIS MODERN ERR of whiz bang 

hi-cap autos, lasers, lights, fiber optics, and glow­

in-the-dark night sights, the little '01 .38 snubbie has 

somehow become uncool. Exactly when the classic 

.38 snub became uncool , I'm not sure, probably 

back around the 1980s when revolvers in general 

were mostly relegated to old fogy status themselves 

and for those who still carried them. Okay, progress 

marches on . But, more than a few old fogies got to 

be old fogies solely because they had a .38 snub 

at just the right moment in time. Whether as a 

primary carry gun, or a backup, the classic 

short-barreled .38 snub has been there, done 

that, and has the ticket stubs to prove it. 

Much maligned as underpowered and inaccurate, 

the humble snub nevertheless got carried , and still 

gets carried , simply because it was simple, reliable 

and carryable! It didn't win trophies, it didn't confer 

braggin' rights, it didn't get fancy leather, it didn't 

plink, and it didn't go hunting. It also didn't spend 

its life in the safe. It left home quite often, it wasn't 

babied, and it saw some tough places and times 

where no pretty Python or S&W M19 could do quite 

the same job. It was packed a lot, shot a little, put 

away without a thought till the next day, or shift, or 

. the next trip to the wrong side of the tracks, 
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and it came through when it was needed, 
because it was there. Bigger and shinier 
guns with more capacity, power, glitz, 
and glamour mayor may not have been 
on board, but the little snub was. It rode 
along in places other guns couldn't, sim­
ply because it was small and handy, and 
it could. Toss it in a pocket, strap it in an 
ankle holster, stick it in the waistband, no­
body notices the bulge. Often not so with 
a bigger, heavier gun. 

Judging from the number of different 
models today, I'd guess that more people 
are still buying and actually carrying the 
little .38 snubs than many will admit. The 
increasing number of states that now is­
sue concealed carry permits obviously 
hasn't hurt that situation any, either. I'd 
suspect that for every full-sized 1911 
A5ACP and GLOCK AO sold , there are 
quite probably at least ten .38 shorties 
sold. Many new permit holders find that 
the most recommended bigger defensive 
pistols turn out to be either too heavy or 
bulky for everyday carry. Some give up 
and leave the gun at home or in the car. 
The smart ones find something that does 
work for them, and a good little .38 snub 
fits a variety of life and clothing styles. 

Is it the best choice for a defensive 
gun? No, but a .38 snub in the pocket is 
worth two A5s in the glovebox. 

Snubs are nothing new. For over 200 
years, knowledgeable people have de­
pended on short-barreled handguns of 
all actions and types when concealment 
was needed. From the relatively primitive 
flintlocks of the 1700s, percussion single 
shots and cutback revolvers of the 1800s, 
factory models and gunsmith-modified 
revolvers both big and small bore in the 
1900s, on down to the current centu ry, 
the concept is time proven. 

Still, they get no respect. 
It all seems to be that "accuracy" thing. 

Speer's new 135gr Short Barreled .38SPL +P Gold 
Dots are designed specifically for the shorter bar­

rels, and they're an excellent choice for a snubbie. 

Oh, and the power thing, too. They're just 
"belly guns," only good at contact distanc­
es, and the .38 Special cartridge is just too 
wimpy. Well-Maybe so, maybe no. 

What kind of accuracy do you really 
need at typical confrontational distances? 
What are you carrying a gun to protect 
yourself from? Think about those confron­
tations. Muggings, assaults and rapes all 
happen up close. You don't get robbed 
from 25 yards out; you don't get punched, 
clubbed, or knifed from 25 yards out; you 
don't get raped from 25 yards out. All those 
require close-in proximities. Inside 7 yards, 
which is 21 feet, you don't need a gun 
that'll put six rounds in half an inch at 25 
yards. Inside 7, if you can put five rounds 
into a paper plate, you're viable. Closer up, 

Ruger GP100 S&WM640 
Velocity Accuracy Velocity Accuracy 

Buffalo Bore 158 LSWHC +P 1129 3.88 1042 4.56 
Buffalo Bore 125 Uni-Cor HP +P 1180 4.13 1085 3.00 
Speer 135 Gold Dot JHP +P 982 2.50 895 4.38 
Hornady 158 XTP JHP 766 1.00 716 3.50 
Hornady 125 XTP JHP 855 3.13 782 2.06 

Bullet weight measured in grains, velocity in feet per second (fps) by Oehler Model 35 Chronograph, 
accuracy in inches for 5-shot groups from 25 yards. Ruger GP100 had 3-inch barrel and 

S& W M640 had a 2-inch barrel. Temperature high 90s, Elevation 4500 feet. 



Still viable in the "Inside 7" 
despite its bright stainless 

. sights and DAD trigger, the 
highly portable S&W 640 goes 

places bigger guns can'!. 

at ten feet, that same paper plate-sized 
group can more than get you home alive, 
and a good quality snub revolver has more 
~han enough intrinsic accuracy to hold up 
Its end of the fight. If you can handle the 
"Inside 7" you're good for probably 90% of 
the threatening slings and arrows that out­
rageous fortune may throw at you. 

Wimpy? Not anymore. The traditional 
158-grain roundnose lead bullet used as a 
standard for the .38 Special (SPL) for the 
first 6? years of its existence was relatively 
anemiC, even In a full-sized revolver with 
a 4-inch barrel or longer. It tended to jog 
along sedately at around 800 feet per sec­
ond (fps), and the round bullet nose was 
not particularly effective in living tissue as 
It passed through. Aggravating the situa­
tion even further, the velocity drop due to 
the 2-inch snub's barrel made the round 
even more questionable. But, beginning 
with the Super-Vel ammo of the 1960s 
ammo makers started to ramp up the old 
round, and today we have, by far, the most 

effective factory 'loads ever 
seen in the .38SPL caliber . 
We now have infinitely bet­
ter-designed and more effec­
tive bullets, and we also have 
more energy behind them in 
the extra velocity P+ loads. 

Using the right load, we 
can now actually get energy 
figures out of a 2-inch barrel 
with factory ammo that even 
a 6-incher couldn't pull off 40 
years ago. And with bullets 
that are much more reliable 
in terminal performance. 

Got a .38 snubbie? Think­
ing of getting one? Take a look at five fac­
tory loads for consideration if you do. 

SPEER GOLD DOT 
Speer's Gold Dot line has put on a 

pretty good show since the company intro­
duced it, good enough that some smaller 
ammo makers have taken to using the 
Dots in their own lineups. 

This year, Speer introduced a new line 
of ammunition specifically designed for 
short-barreled handguns. What's available 
now is a .38SPL 135~grain +P load, a 9mm 
124-grain P+ round, a .357MAG 135-grain 
load, a .40S& W 180-grain load, a .44MAG 
200-grain load, and a .45ACP 230-grain of­
fering. All will use Gold Dots specially de­
signed to match up with the velocities se­
lected for shorter than standard barrels in 
those calibers, and all are intended to maxi­
mize the performance in those short barrels. 
These are not just standard Dots re-pack­
aged and re-marketed; they're a branch 
of their own within the Gold Dot family. 

With a contrasting blue front sight 
blade, the bigger Ruger GP100 
was easier to control and shoot out 
to 25 yards, but accuracy wasn't 
significantly better overall. 
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Overa" 11" 
Cryogenic 

Heat Treated 
440-C RcS7 

.25''Thick. 
Micarta Handle. 
ulti Adjustable 
Position Kydex 

Sheath $189. 
$8 UPS Shipping 

$2Ea Addn'l Knife 
Lower 48 USA 
To: Knife Mart 

596 W.300S. 
Heyburn, 10 

83336 U.S.A. 
8003313213 

01 208 678 3157 

THE 

"CAMP-SITE-
SPORT SHOP 

Your Outdoor Source Since 1964 

Quality Camping, 
Fishing and 

Hunting Equipment 

Stock in all major brands 

~ e aIm to pease ~w "." 1 
our customers 
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2005-2006 CALENDAR OF .38SPl MANSTOPPERS 

TRAINING EVENTS 

NOVEMBER 2005 

Nov. 7th - 18th: Firearms 
Instructor. Springfield, MA. Students 
seeking admission into this ten-day 
program must submit documentation 
of prior firearms training, signed or 
otherwise verified by a superior offi­
cer. These criteria are indispensable 
to successful completion of the pro­
gram. Class includes basic instruc­
tional skill development with revolver, 
pistol and shotgun ; classroom pre­
sentations; program for training new 
shooters; correcting shooting prob­
lems; methods of instruction ; range 
operation; field maintenance; duties 
and responsibilities of instructors; 
range exercises; course of fire design 
by incident analysis; lesson plan 
development; liability and case law 
for; firearms Instructors; hand9'un 
flashlight techniques. Contact: Smith 
& Wesson Academy, 299 Page Blvd., 
Springfield , MA 01104; e-mail : swa­
cademy1 @aol.com; website : 
academy.smith-wesson.com. 

DECEMBER 2005 

Dec. 12th - 16th: Pistol 
Instructor. Springfield, MA. Acourse 
designed for the firearms instructor 
involved in the transition from 
revolver to pistol. Concentrates on 
selecting proper support equipment, 
policy consideration, placing the pis­
tol in perspective with other law 
enforcement weapons and tactics, 
and developing new motor skills nec­
essary for a successful transition pro­
gram. Course includes operational 
nomenclature; techniques for utilizing 
support equipment; safety considera­
tions; properly defined fundamentals; 
immediate action; transitional funda­
mentals; loading/unloading proce­
dures; marksmanship development; 
drawing techniques; weapon poten­
tial: multiple shots, multiple targets; 
student evaluations. Contact: Smith & 
Wesson Academy, 299 Page Blvd ., 
Springfield, MA 01104; e-mail : swa­
cademy1 @aol.com; website: 
academy.smith-wesson .com . 
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FEBRUARY 2006 

Feb. 27th - March 3rd: Range 
Master. Springfield, MA. A course 
designed for the firearms instructor 
involved in the transition from 
revolver to pistol. Concentrates on 
selecting proper support equipment, 
policy consideration , placing the pis­
tol in perspective with other law 
enforcement weapons and tactics, 
and developing new motor skills nec­
essary for a successful transition pro­
gram. All major makes of pistols are 
acceptable. For greatest benefit, 
course should be attended before 
support or accessory equipment is 
selected, and while department poli­
cy is still flexible . Course includes 
operational nomenctature; techniques 
for utilizing support equipment; safety 
considerations; properly defined fun­
damentals; immediate action ; transi­
tional fundamentals; loading/unload­
ing procedures; marksmanship devel­
opment; drawing techniques, weapon 
potential : multiple shots, multiple tar­
gets; student evaluations. Contact: 
Smith & Wesson Academy, 299 Page 
Blvd., Springfield, MA 01104; e-mail: 
swacademy1 @aol.com; website: 
academy.smith-wesson.com. 

ONGOING: Free video training pro­
grams available to all law f!!nforce­
ment officers from the PolIce OffIcers 
Safety Association. Lawenforce­
ment status verified through 
PoliceOne. com. Visit: www.posai.org 
to obtain these programs. 

TO PLACE A LISTING, 
FAX: 

Training Events Calendar 
c/o CH at (212) 807-1479 

Cost is $2.00 per word 
. and payment 
must be made in advance. 

Visa/MasterCard 
accepted 

The first one out the door, is the 135-
grain .3SSPL +P. Developed for concealed 
carry, and to meet certain penetration and 
expansion parameters in FBI testing crite­
ria, this .3SSPL +P Dot load uses a wider 
and deeper cavity than Speer's standard 
.3SSPL Dots. The company also uses a 
different flash-retardant powder. The com­
bination puts out a zippy bullet that Speers 
says has penetrated 11 inches in ballistic 
gelatin and expanded to .576 caliber with 
97%+ weight retention . And, that's from 
a S&W M640, with a 1.SS-inch barrel. A 
bullet that's expanded to .57 caliber at the 
end of i 1 inches of travel has done a lot of 
tissue damage along the way; this is light 
years beyond what your Grandpa was 
shooting in his .3S . 

BUFFALO BORE 
A niche-based ammomaker, Buffalo 

Bore specializes in a relatively small lineup 
of loads that fall outside the norm, usually 
with hot numbers using heavy-for-caliber 
bullets. They've got two new +P rounds out 
that are also designed to give the .3SSPL 
snub some real oomph. The heavy load 
uses a 15S-grain soft lead semi-wadcutter 
hollowpoint made to Buffalo Bore specs 
by Mike Rogers at RimRock Bullets. It's 
not easy to mass produce a soft lead hol­
lowpoint bullet, but Rogers is doing it, and 
the Buffalo Bore round uses a gas check to 
hold leading down as it blows out the barrel 
at 1,000 fps (again from a 1.SS-inch S&W 
J-frame snub). That's an honest velOCity 
claim, by the way; I got a slightly faster av-
erage through my own chronograph. . 

The second load is a low-velocity 
125-grain Speer Uni-Cor HP bullet that's 
designed to expand reliably as low as 
SOO fps. Also a +P round , Buffalo Bore 
doesn't hold back on the throttle, and this 
one pushes out at about 1050 fps, ac­
cording to company claims. I say "claims" 
because they were a little off here, too. I 
got about 35 fps faster in my tests. I've 
dealt with Buffalo Bore before; when they 
quote you a velocity on their stuff, they're 
usually either conservative or right on. I 
don't have gelatin figures for these loads, 
but I'd expect good results with the Uni­
Cor HP, and the soft lead HP should open 
up very well . 

Both loads use flash-retardant pow­
ders, and being specialty ammo, prices 
are high . Roughly a dollar a round, but 
what do you value your life at? 

HORNA,DY 
All three of the above loads are +P, 

which means higher velocity and stiffer 



recoil. There's usually not much to hang 
onto with the abbreviated grips on most 
snubbies, and recoil in such small revolv­
ers can be more than what some shooters 
want to deal with . As a contrasting exam­
ple in standard velocity, premium ammo, 
you may consider Hornady's .38SPL 125-
grain XTP and 158-grain XTP ammuni­
tion , both with XTP (Extreme Terminal 
Performance) jacketed hollow points. 

Hornady's XTP line is built to provide 
just a bit more penetration than other 
JHPs, and in a .38SPL without specialized 
high-performance components and high 
velocities to boost terminal ballistics, more 
penetration , especially in a shorter barrel , 
is a good thing to have. Expansion in the 
XTPs is typically slightly less, as a factor in 
the penetration. 

Hornady doesn't list vetocities for 2-
inchers, and the company's published fig­
ures at 900 fps for the 125-grainer and 800 
fps for the 158-grainer are both for 4-inch 
barrels. Actual velocities through shorter 
barrels can vary markedly. For velocity 
comparison, check the chart. 

Since the Speer and Buffalo Bore per­
formance figures were specifically quoted 
for S&W J-frame revolvers, and they're 
pretty much the standard for pocket revolv-

ers nowadays, I hauled out myoid stain­
less M640 to use in testing ammo samples 
provided by all three companies. Mine is 
the older .38SPL 
version, not the cur­
rent .357MAG 640, 
and it serves as a 
typical true .38 snub 
example. 

Since many peo­
ple buy a .357MAG 

(Above) The 
traditional fac­
tory wood grips 
that came on 
author's 640 
were replaced 
long ago by 
these Uncle 
Mike 's Boot 

Grips. Much better control. (Left) A well-designed 
grip, like this Santoprene/walnut combo on the 
Ruger, makes a short revolver much easier on 
the hand with hot & heavy .38 +P loads. 

revolver for its strength , but end up carry­
ing .38SPLs in it for recoil management, I 
also used a 3-inch stainless .357MAG Ru­

ger GP1 00 to see how the .38SPL 
rounds handled and performed in 
a heavier short-barreled gun. 

Starting out on a warm day 
in early A~gust with the chrono­
graph, the 3-inch Ruger brought in 
some very decent velocities with 
the two Buffalo Bore rounds. Five­
shot averages were well above 
what standard velocity .38SPLs 
produce, even in 4-inch barrels. 
The Speer Gold Dots were next 
down on the ladder, still traveling 
well above standard 4-inch veloci­
ties. The Hornady standard veloc­
ity XTPs, no surprise, were at the 

bottom of the totem pole, strolling along at 
about 50 fps below 4-inch speeds. 

With the hotter +P rounds, the little S&W 
640 snub was a feisty handful , still running 
well above the speeds normally produced 
by standard loads in 4-inch barrels. Also 
no surprise, the Hornady XTPs in the sub 
2-incher were markedly slower than they 
would have been in a 4-inch barrel. 

What does that tell us? A couple things: 
One is that you don't automatically drop 
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Inuites vou to uisit these websltes for further information: 
A & G SUPPLY; www.gripextender.com 
ADVANCED ARMAMENT: 
www.advanced-armament.com 
ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY: 
www.atigunstocks.com 
AMERICAN GUNSMITHING INSTITUTE: 
www.americangunsmith.com 
ARMALlTE: www.armalite.com 
BARREn FIREARMS: www.barrettrifles.com 
BARREn WEAPONS MAGAZINE 2006: 
www.harrisoutdoorgroup.com 
BEAMHIT: www.beamhit.com 
BLACKHAWK PRODUCTS: 
www.blackhawk.com 
BLACKWATER GEAR: www.blackwatergear.com 
BOBCAT WEAPONS: www.bobcatweapons.com 
BOON IE PACKER: www.booniepacker.com 
BARRm FIREARMS: www.barrettrifles.com 
BOWEN KNIFE: www.bowenknife.com 
BUSHMASTER: www.bushmaster.com 
CAPITAL CITY FIREARMS: www.ccfa.com 
CHASE DURER WATCHES: 
www.chase-durer.com 
COLUMBIA RULER KNIFE & TOOL: www.crkt.com 
CONCEALED CARRY CLOTHIERS: 
www.concealedcarry.com 
CORBON: www.corbon.com 
CPD INDUSTRIES: www.military-cases.net 
CRIMSON TRACE: www.crimsontrace.com 
D&L SPORTS: www.dlsports.com 
DAKOTA AMMO: www.corbon.com 
DECOT SPORT GLASSES: 
www.sportglasses.com 
DESANTIS: www.desantisholster.com 
DlGILIGHT: www.digilightusa.com 
DPMS: www.dpmsinc.com 
DS ARMS: www.dsarms.com 
EO TECH: www.eotech-inc.com 
FIRST HIT: www.first-hit.com 
FN MANUFACTURING: www.fnhusa.com 
EOBUS USA: www.fobusholster.com 
GALCO INTERNATIONAL: www.usgalco.com 
GERBER BLADES: www.gerbergear.com 
GG&G: www.gggaz.com 
GLOCK INC.: www.glock.com 
GLOCK AUTOPISTOLS MAGAZINE: 
www.harrisoutdoorgroup.com 
HKS SPEEDLOADERS: 
Iwww.hksspeedloaders.com 
HOCK HOCHEIM'S FIGHTING 
SYSTEMS: www.HocksCQC.com 
HOGUE GRIPS: www.getgrip.com 
INSIGHT TECHNOLOGY: www.insightlights.com 
KAHR ARMS: www.kahr.com 
KEt-TEC: www.kel-tec.com 
KERSHAW KNIVES: www.kershawknives.com 
KIMBER: www.~imberamerica.com 

KNIFEMART: www.knifemart.com 
LASER MAX: www.lasermax.com 
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LAUER CUSTOM WEAPONRY: 
www.lauerweaponry.com 
LYMAN: 
www.lymanproducts.com 
MAXSELL CORP.: www.maxsell.com 
MEC-GAR: www.mec-gar.com 
MEPROLIGHT: www.meprolight.com 
MESA TACTICAL: www.mesatactical.com 
MGI MILITARY: www.mgimilitary.com 
MICHAEL'S OF OREGON: 
www.uncles-mikes.com 
MIDWEST TRAINING GROUP: 
www.MidwestTrainingGroup.net 
MILITARY BOOK CLUB: 
www.militarybookclub.com 
MKS SUPPLY; www.hi-pointFirearms.com 
ONE STOP KNIFE SHOP: www.lsks.com 
OPERATION PARTS: www.operationparts.com 
PACHMAYR: www.lymanproducts.com 
PALADIN PRESS: www.paladin-press.com 
PATRIOT ARMS: www.patriotarmsinc.com 
PEARCE GRIP: www.pearcegrip.com 
PROGRESSIVE FORCE: www.pfctraining.com 
QUICKKNIFE: www.quickknife.com 
REMINGTON ARMS: www.remington.com 
ROBINSON ARMAMENT: www.robarm.com 
ROCK RIVER ARMS: www.rockriverarms.com 
SAMCO: www.fobusholster.com 
SAVAGE RANGE SYSTEMS: www.snailtraps.com 
SCHMIDT & BENDER: www.schmidt-bender.com 
SENTRY SOLUTIONS: www.sentrysolutions.com 
SHOOTER'S CHOICE: www.shooter-choice.com 
SHOOTING SYSTEMS: 
www.gunaccessories.com 
SIGARMS: www.sigarms.com 
SMITH & WESSON: www.smith-wesson.com 
SOG SPECIALTY KNIVES: www.sogk~ives.com 
SPECIAL OPS WATCH: 
www.specialopswatch.com 
SPECTER GEAR: www.spectergear.com 
SPYDERCO: www.spyderco.com 
STAG ARMS: www.stagarms.com 
SUREFIRE: www.surefire.com 
TACTICAL DESIGN & RESEARCH: 
www.auto-Iaser.com 
TACTICAL RIFLES: 
www.tactical-rifles.net 
THE GUN STORE: www.thegunstorelasvegas.com 
TOPS KNIVES: www.topsknives.com 
TRUE NORTH KNIVES: www.truenorthknives.com 
TURNER HEALTHCARE: www.claroxan.com 
UNCLE MIKE'S: www.uncle-mikes.com 
UNITED STATES ACADEMY OF PRIVATE 
INVESTIGATION: www.spytechagency.com 
VANG COMP: www.vangcomp.com 
WINCHESTER: 
www.winchester-guns.com 
WILSON COMBAT: www.wilsoncombat.com 
XS SIGHT SYSTEMS: www.xssights.com 
ZANoni ARMOR: www.zanottiarmor.com 

down to mousegun levels when you go 
with a short-barreled revolver; the other is 
that carefully chosen ammo can stili keep 
you very much in the ballgame even in a 
much smaller package. Plus P loads post 
a huge boost in energy over standard ve­
locity rounds. The old argument that you 
lose too much velocity to be effective in a 
2-inch gun is no longer valid with today's 
ammo choices, and even with the slower 
Hornady loads the XTP bullet design is still 
a major gain over older bullet types. 

Shooting from the bench at 25 yards 
as a worst-case distance, the little Smith 
was handicapped more by its double-ac­
tion trigger and stainless sights than by its 
short barrel. On myoid 640, it's possible to 
stack the trigger during its long and stiff DA 
pull by bringing it back slowly till it clicks 
about 0.13 of an inch from let-off, and then 
treating it something like a single-action 
pull. Line up the sights, stage the trigger, 
final sight picture, and boom. (This is for 
target use only, by the way; under stress 
you won't be able to work the trigger that 
precisely and shouldn't count on it.) Using 
that method, I didn't manage to stay under 
the 4-inch "Combat Standard" with every 
group l ired, but did pull off several groups 
that were small enough to handle 25-yard 
problems, and if a gun and ammo com­
bination wi'" handle a 25-yard threat, it'll 
certainly handle a 7-yard threat. The little 
"hammerless" belly gun preferred the two 
standard velocity Hornady rounds. It's quite 
possible to emply a 5-shot Smith J-frame 
with +P loads at speed into a torso-sized 
target at ten feet, but control may be dif­
ficult for some, (Please turn to page 80) 

Hornady's XTP line is built 

to provide just a bit more 

penetration than other 

JHPs, and in a .38SPL 

without specialized high­

performance components 

and high velocities to 

boost terminal ballistics, 

is a good thing to have. 



.38SPL MANSTOPPERS 
Continued From Page 56 

and a standard velocity load could be a wise 
choice if it is. Better grips, like the Uncle 
Mike's Boot Grips my 640 has worn for ten 
years, are highly recommended either way. 

The size, black front sight blade, and 
single-action trigger capability of the Ru­
ger made the 3-inch GP1 00 easier to work 

For more information: 
Buffalo Bore 

PO Box 40, Dept GW/LE 
Carmen, 10 83462; 208-756-8085 

www.buffalobore.com 

Hornady 
PO Box 1848, Dept GW/LE 

Grand Island, NE 68802; 800-338-3220 
www.hornady.com 

Speer 
2299 Snake River Ave, Dept GW/LE 
Lewiston, 10 83501; 800-627-3640 

www.speer-bullets.com 

Michaels Of Oregon 
PO Box 1690, Dept GW/LE 

Oregon City, OR 97045; 800-845-2444 
www.unclemikes.com 

Five of these Speer +P Gold Dots is 
a very potent package, wimpy they are not. 

with and its groups reflected that. Many 
.357MAG revolvers don't shoot .38s as ac­
curately as a straight .38 revolver, and I'd 
expect at least slightly better results in a 
dedicated three-inch .38 , but as you can 
see in the chart, the Ruger was good to 25 
yards. It didn't do as well with the Buffalo 
Bore loads, but it did like the Speer Gold 
Dots and the Hornady 158s. Of the two 
guns, the Ruger is much easier to control 
with the hotter Buffalo Bores. 

With better sights and trigger, a me­
dium-framed 3-incher is a no-brainer in 
longer range shooting, but for the Inside 
7, where you're shooting close-in and dou-

ble-action, the advantage in either power 
or intrinsic accuracy isn't all that great. 
Nor do the shorter barreled snubs neces­
sarily give up much to the longer barrels. 
Probably the heavier gun's best value dur­
ing close-up rapid fire lies in better recoil 
control. These +P loads do tend to make a 
snubbie stand up and take notice. 

Still, both are quite controllable if you've 
got reasonably normal strength in your grip. 

FINAL NOTES 
Should you find it hard or impractical to 

carry a full-sized handgun, for whatever rea­
son, or just happen to have a personal pref­
erence for a good little concealable revolver, 
you don 't have to apologize for a short-bar­
reled .38. If your needs dictate a smaller 
gun, you may not be able to increase the 
size of the gun in the fight, but with the right 
ammo choices you certainly can increase 
the size of the fight in the gun. 

Buffalo Bore sells directly to customers. 
Speer and Hornady sell through regular dis­
tribution channels; check your local dealer. 

A final note: It's best not to run these 
hotter loads through an older steel gun not 
rated for +P ammo, and even though the 
current alloy Smith J-frames are so rated, 
please don't run them through an older 
aluminum-framed gun . You risk damage, 
and worse. ~ 

r7.):TICAL \!~=RIFLES 

Tactical M40 $2375 
7.62 NATO Match/.30B Win. 

standard - other standard & magnum 
calibers to order. The Marine Corps 

weapon system has long since been the 
yardstick for all precision weapons. Our 

Tactical M40 not only improves upon it, but 
offers multiple custom mission specific options also. 
Rifle pictured with upgrades, 

Ultimate 
Dependability, 

Quality and 

1/2" 100yd 
Accuracy Guarantee 

with factory match ammunition 

For a brochure call1email us or visit us on the web at 
WWW.TACTICALRIFLES.NET 

email: info@tacticalrifles.net 

Dow Arms - Tactical Rifles 
19250 Hwy 301 • Dade City, FL 33523 • (352) 999-0599 

Serious Inquiries Only 
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