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PROOF HOUSE
SMITH & WESSON MODEL 40

escribed by Ian Fleming in Dr. No as a “brutal, stumpy revolver,” the S&W Model 40
Centennial certainly lived up to that billing. At least when compared to James Bond’s

sleeker Walther PPK.

Produced from 1953 to 1974, the Model
40 .38 Special has recently been reissued
as part of Smith & Wesson's Classic series.

It's a blued honestto-Gad carbonssteel
JHrame with a a true hammerdess design
and grip safety—an updated heir to the
old S&W Safety Hammerless (also called
the Lemon Squeczer). Naturally, it's a
two-inch (OK, 17/ il you want to get
spec-table-technical about i),

I've shot originals, and the only differ-
ence here is that the new Model 40 has
checkered stocks instead of the smooth
ones on the old Centennial.
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The weight is a hair over 20 ounces, so
the gun is marginally heavier (by five
ounces or so) than the company's current
alloy hammerless Hrame shortics such as
the Model 442 Airweight.

The Model 40 is rated for Plus-P
ammo, but that certainly doesn’t mean
you shouldn’t practice with lighter stull;
which is what I'd do if I wanted to shoot
one extensively.

I rounded up a pretty diverse assort-
ment of ammo to run through the gun.
Before gerting down to grouping and
chronographing, I lired about 50 rounds

atsome reasonably short-range gongs o
get the feel of things—notably, the grnp

safety and trigeer.

Now, the grip safety didn’t give me any
problems, but | was always conscious of
getting my grip right while liring the
gun. Because the grips ona Hrame are

50 smal], ]‘lt)\\'{‘.\’l.'l'.

and somewhat

round in cross-sce-

tion {in compari-
son toa 1911), it's
not inconcewvable
that a shooter

MODEL 40

Type: Double-action-
only revolver
Caliber: .38 Special
Capacity: 5

Barrel length:
Overall length: 6.9
Weight: 20

Finish: Blued
Stocks: Checkered
wood

Sights: Fixed integral
MSRP: $790
Manufacturer:
Smith & Wesson
www.smith-
Wesson.com
800/331-0852

Lym McCreagy Phatas
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Live Storefronts

Real time jpveniory updates for your local gunshop website.

S

Drop Off Locations -y

Never worry alg;un ® oot cumpf\'mg with
alfl the Jaws when yelling a gun online.
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Se¢ what the manufacturers ure sending (u .
distributor shedves, and 1o your local gunshop.

On Demand

Yau don't have to settle lur
WAL 1% 0 stock anymese.

TheWishbookOf CATALOG EverythingThe
MIL/LE ROWNELLS Military andLaw Enfocemant
Armowers Supplies Armoer Needs

MIL/LE SUPPLY GROUP

Brownells New MIL/LE Catalog; Proudly Serving Those In
Uniform With The Tools and Supplies They Need To Stay
Mission Ready!

Parts and accessories for AR-15/M16/M4, Dedicsted Marksman
and other Tactical Rifles, Handguns, and Shotguns, plus Tools,
. Cleaning Supplies, Tactical Gear, Slings, Scopes, Mounts,
Training Aids, Targets, Optics.

The brands you know and trust: Badger Ordnance,
Biade-Tech, Brownells, Buffer Technotogies, Daniel Defense,
Dewey, DPMS. Falcon Ind., H.S. Pracision, Manson Prec'lsion
Qtis, Smith Enterprises, Surefire, Trijicon, |

Wilson Combhat, Yankee Hiil, and more. re.aJvEM|

FREE catalog to all MILILE Personnel and Agencies. Discount pricing available. Everything we sell is 100% GUARANTEED - Period.

™ 800-741-0308 hrownells.com [Source Code: BMT]
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The relatively skimpy stocks on the Model
40 necessitate a firm grip so as to depress
the grip safety (inset).

could fail to depress the saferv properly
should the grips squirm around.

Of course, vou could sidestep the issue
by simplyv taping down the safety, bur it
seems to me that a more aesthetic option
might be to get a Tvler T grip adapter to
make things a little more hand-filling, And
the nice thing abourt the “Iyler T'is that
vou can still use a speedloader—some-
thing that can’t be said lor many bulkier
altermarkel grips.

The trigger was manageable, breaking ar
around 1 pounds with a very short, consis-
tent stroke.

Although 25 might seem a strewch fora
two-inch snubbie, [ managed to ger pretry
good results with several of the loads T
brought. notably Black Hills' 123-grain JHIP
Plus-P, Hornady’s 140-grain X I'P{JHP and
Buffalo Bore's intriguing 150-grain Heavy
Hard Cast Wadcurters. These three all pro-
duced five-shotgroups at inder 3 /2 inches.
with my “best of show” being a two-inch

group with the Hornady XTPs. The 125-grain

loads hit slightly lower than my six o'clock

point of aim, while the heavier [58s hit any-

where from four to six inches higher.
However, point of impact with any load



http:brownells.com

The Model 40 is a true hammerless design,
unlike the Model 649 Bodyguard, which
teatures a vestigial cocking piece.

o - -

The Mode! 40 grouped best with (left to right)
Black Hills’ 125-grain Plus-P JHP, Buffalo
Bore’s 150-grain Heavy Hard Cast Wadcutter
and Hornady’s 140-grain JHP-XTR.

| used ata more realistic 21 feet was uni-
formly in spec.

I chronographed everything | shot with
the Model 40 as well as an S&W Model 15
Keframe four-inch for purposes of compari-
son (see the nearby chart). The only thing
thar was flat-out jarring from the snubbie
was Buffalo Bore's Heavy Plus-P [58-grain
SWHC load, which clocked an astonish-
ing 966 ps from the Model 40 and an even
more jaw-dropping 1120 fps from the four-
inch Model 15 (1 would not use these in
any non-Plus-P rated .38).

| CHRONOGRAPH RESULTS*

L RN e :
Like all of S&W’s J-frames, the Model 40
features a five-shot cylinder. It is rated for
Plus-P .38 Special ammo.

Aithough 25-yard shooting isn’t what the
Model 40 was designed for, this group—
shot with Hornady’s 140-grain JHP-XTPs—
shows that short barrels are no less inher-
ently accurate than longer ones. But that
short sight radius makes things tougher on
the shooter.

It's good to see S&W paying attention
to the J-trames as far as the company’s
retro-themed Classic series goes. | have no
idea how long the Model 40 Centennial is
going to be back on line. but here’s hoping
iUs around (or a while.—Payvron Miller  Ga

S = -

| Bullet Avg. Extreme Standard I
Load Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Spread (fps) Deviation
Win./USA LRN 150 691(738) 74 (58) 27.7(19.7)

| Win. Supreme SXT +P 130 826 (935) 88 (61) 315(227) |
Win. Super-X LSWHP +P 158 768(887) 79 (46) 253 (15.6)

Rem. Golden Saber +P 125 884 (1,028) 29(63) 9.9 (206)
I Black Hilts JHP+P 125 820 (916) 30(59) 11.7 (20.6)
Buffalo Bore HCLWC™* 150 889 (996) 20(32) 6.9 (1)
Buffalo Bore LSWHC +P 158 966 (1,120) 39 (66) 14.9 (21.4)
| Hornady XTP-JHP 140 714 (743) 16 (46) 6.9 (15.3) ‘

*Velocity recorded 10 feet from the muzzle using a Competition Electronics Pro Chrono. Numbers |

in parenthesis are from a four-inch-barreled SSW Model 15 for comparison. Abbreviations: LRN,

lead roundnose; LSWHP lead semiwadcutter hollowpoint; JHP, jacketed hollowpoint; HCLWC, hard-
| cast lead wadcutter; LSWHC, lead semiwadcutter hollow cavity. ** Short Barrel Low Flash

Shooting facilities provided by Angeles Shooting Ranges, www.angelesranges.com. Gun services
provided by Turner’s Outdoorsman, www.turners.com.

Male Enlargement!
MEDICAL BREAKTHROUGH!

Doctor Approves Amazing New
Super Large Quick Liquid Formula!

QUIGKLY INCREASES YOUR SIZE!
THREE TO FOUR INCHES!

IN THREE TO FOUR WEEKS!
100% MONEY BACK GUARANTEE!

HOW DOES SUPER LQ WORK S0 QUICK
TO GIVE YOU MAXIMUM ENLARGEMENT?
Only 2 drops of this concentrated easy to take
Poten: Liguid Formula ingested instantly gives
yau immediate results. Pilis absarb only 20%
and you wait 3 to 4 months. Super LQ
Liquid Formula will work in only a coupie of
weeks. You will see that you are longer,wider,
firmer, stronger and more powerful than ever before. Qur
exclusive proprietary ingredients can give you maximum
enlargement up to 4 inches in 3 to 4 weeks.

WHY WILL SUPER LQ LOUID FORMULA

INCREASE YOUR SIZE? :

The erectile tissues expand longer and wider creating a
larger supply of blood so that you can gain up to 4 inches.
Imagine when your sex pariner sees how thick and long and
firm you are. There is greater sexuat satisfaction for you and
your sex partner when you are able to penetrate deeper.
Eliminate premature ejacuiation and any worry of going soft.
Buitd your sexual virility and stamina to increase the amount
of times a night you can perform.

Our exclusive ingredients can also help men with a form
of Espispadias or small penis since they were very young.
Super LQ Liquid Formuta costs more than most other male
enlargement formulas because you get amazing perform-
ance, a fast and safe entargement product guaranteed.

“I am amazed how fast your Super LQ Liquid Formula viorks.
1 got results of 2-1/2 inches in 4 weeks. " -4 B. Nexs Mexico

Super LQ Liquid Formula is manufactured in a high-tech
facility in the USA and meets the highest USA purity standards.

SPECIAL NOTICE: Be careful of companies that make\
unsubstantiated claims for enlargement cremes and lotions.
Aise companies that claim their products work 10 times faster,
increase size by 3 times and offer free sex DVDs that can get
you on sex mailing lists. Also be cautious of companies that
3ﬁer free products. Remember, you get what you pay for.

WE HAVE A 100% MONEY BACK GUARANTEE!
CREDIT CARD ORDERS TOLL FREE ANYTIME
1-866-474-7867
ONLINE: www.bondedlabs.com
OR: www.super-LQ.com

' BONDED LABS dept. 86A5L
| Box 571914 TARZANA CA 91357
: CREDIT CARD ORDERS TOLL FREE ANYTIME

| 1-866-474-7867 » FAX 1-818-345-4643
V' Phane & Credit Card Orders specify praducts and dapt.
{shoven abgve next to company name)

[Check LIMoney Order [iCash [CVisu + MC DDAMEX [CDiscover

e

A

CREDIT CARD NO.

EXPIRES: MonthfYear
CYSCODE 3.t Secuiny Coce found cn back cf card o 4 digits en
v Iront of Ameskcan Evpress

:, SUPER-LQ CONGENTRATED LIQUID FORMULA
4| L 2 BOTTLES (2 MONTHS SUPPLY) ONLY $180.00
| AS208.50 WALUE for DMLY $180.00

: _ __ EXTRA BOTTLES ONLY $60.00 EACH................
| Total Purchase
} CA Residents add 8.25% sales fax ...
: Shippirg is included .89-95-...
+ Rush Service is included .35.68-..
1 ISUrANCE 15 INCIITBE SHOB:... s
| Total d or charged

1 Ouders discrelely stipped with LPS o Pricsly Matl,
I Fareign Orders - Add $10.00 S&H. Money Order U.S. Funds Only.

SIGNATURE (1 am over 18 yeass eld)

MNAME (print)

AODRESS

| CTY7STATE/ 7P
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