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Sy Dave Spaulding 

T
hrough their American 
manufacturing arm, FNH 
USA, Fabrique Nationale 
has developed a very 

successful service-size pistol 
known as the FNP9 (known under 
the Browning label as the PRO 
9). This success has led FN to 
introduce a new compact ver
sion, directed at plainclothes law 
enforcement and legally armed 
citizens who carry under a CCW 
permit. 

Gun Details 

Aptly named the FNP9-M, 
it has all of the fine features of 
the original in a more compact, 
concealable configuration. It is 
a well-balanced pistol being a 
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Based on the classic SOG Bowie that founded our" com
pany, but m

orphed 
into altop-notch work knife '\Vith the use of technology, mod~rn m

aterials, and 
a little class thrown in for go;od m

easure. 
Th,e m

etal parts are satin finished 
stainless steel and coated in SOG's proprietary Hardcased™

 TiAIN deep black 
coating. The tactile Kraton rUbber handle nods to tradition with the/use of interspaced 

white washers and provide's an unm
istakable SOG look. 
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FNP9-M COMPACT 9mm 

Field stripping the FNP9-M is easy. 
Just lock the slide to the rear and 
rotate the frame lever downward. 

combination of steel on polymer, which 
keeps its weight to 31 ounces. The slide 
is all steel with a grey/black rust-resis
tant coating that will stand up to the 
rigors of police and military service, 
making it a good choice for CCW permit 
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holders. The slide has traditional rear 
cocking serrations with a material 
relieving cut along each side that helps 
reduce weight while giving the gun a 
very space-age, no nonsense look. The 
polymer frame has a rail built into the 

Each FNP9-M comes in ~ lockable box with a lock, 
three magazines and back strap insert. 

dust cover that accepts either a white 
light or laser, a feature that has become 
standard on any pistol that will be used 
for serious social purposes. Anyone 
who has ever shot a pistol while also 
trying to hold onto and direct a flashlight 

Made with Pride 
in the U.SA 
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The magazine well is generous and easy to use. 

The control levers keep the slide lock lever out of 
the way of the right hand thumb. 

CS 2. ·owards a target will tell you that 
s c- :l :ask becomes much easier if the 
ligh- is attached to the gun. Thus, dust 
cover ails are a good thing . 

The FNP9-M grip is lightly stippled 
on the side panels, and checkered front 
and back to offer a more solid gripping 

Note accessory rail molded into the dust cover. 

The pistol sits reasonably low in the hand. 

surface. While this stippling is certainly 
functional , I would want something a bit 
more substantial. Adding a few pieces 
of skateboard tape is an easy solu-
tion, but having David Bowie of Bowie 
Tactical Concepts perform his hand 
stippling process would be a much 
more pleasing and permanent solution. 
David is doing some fantastic work on 
a wide variety of polymer pistols and a 
trip to his website is certainly advisable. 
Like the full-size model, the compact 
also has interchangeable backstraps 
to make it more user friendly for the 

SUPER THUMB® 
The World's Leading 

Magazine Loading Tool 

Only $6.95 
Ask your 

local dealer 

STl - for most staggered magazines 
ST2 - for Para-Ordnance and most Glocks 
ST3 - for virtually all single stack magazines 

4 Draper St. , Woburn, MA 01801 
781-935-1799 FAX 781-935-1011 

World Wide Web Full Color Catalog: 
http://www.adcosales.com 

Be a Private Investigator 

In as li ttle as nine months, YOli can begin an exciting 
and profitable career as a Private Investigator. 
Train at hOllle with nationally accredited Penn Foster 
Career School- there are no classes to attend, you 
study on your time. 
Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Age __ 

Address ApI.. _ _ _ 
Ci~'lSlaleJZip _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Phone E·mail, _ _ _ _ __ _ 

Mail coupon 10: Penn Foster Career School, Dept. AGSs.-\6T 
925 Oak SI., Scmnlo" PA 18515·0700 ::l l L ____________________________ ~ 

Make Great Money 
as a Gunsmith 

1 
Train at home with nationally accredited Penn Foster I 

Career School and in as little as nine months, you can : 
gain the skills you need to succeed as a professional : 
Gunsmith. Learn gun repair, customizing, ammo 1 

making, and more. : 
Name Age _ _ : 
Address Apl.# ___ I 
Ci~"mleJZip _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ _ : 

Pbonc _ _ _ _ _ E·maIJ _ ___ _ _ _ I 

~1aiI coupon 10: Penn Foster Career 5<hoo1. Dept AGSSA6r I 
92; Oak SI., Scralllon, PA 18; 1;'0700 ~ I L ____________________________ ~ 

For FREE information: 
"" 1·800·572·1685 ~ 

ext. 5397 -
Call anytime, 24 hours a day. 7 days a week. 

~.PennFoste~edu 
Online enter ID# AG8SA6T 
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FNP9·M COMPACT 9mm 

Note trigger has a small over-travel stop. 

The grips are lightly stippled on the side with more 
aggressive checkering front and back. 

An Insight Technology M3 weapon light mounts 
easily to the dust cover rails. 

shooter, fitting a wider range of hand 
sizes. 

The gun is symmetrically pleas-
ing to the eye with control levers that 
are accessible to either hand. The 
DAiSA trigger system can be manu
ally decocked using a lever that sits 
Just below the shooting hand thumb of 
either hand as the levers are located on 
Doth sides of the frame. It should also 
be noted that the magazine release 
Dutton is reversible. The FNP9-M has 
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BUFFALO BORE'S FIGHT STOPPING 9MM 

A bigger bullet is 
a better bul-
let; of that I'm 

convinced. At the same 
time, a bigger, heavier 
bullet creates more 
felt recoil, which is not 
a good idea for many 
people. Over the last 
three decades, I have 
seen a few people, 
both in the hospital and 
morgue, who have been 
shot with 9mm bullets 
and I am convinced 
that the 9mm can be a 
good defense cartridge, 
but it's load depen
dent to achieve best 
performance. A great 
deal of controversy has 
surrounded the 9mm 
ever since the famed 
FBI/Miami shootout of 
April 1986. This debate 
did not involve whether 
or not the 9mm should 
use a hollow point 
projectile; it was over 
whether or not the bul
let should be slow and 
heavy, or light and fast. 
I have no intention of 
re-opening this debate 
here. As a matter of 
fact, it has been my 
experience that the best 
9mm loads are moder
ate in weight and fast in 
speed, kind of the best 
of both worlds, so to 
speak. 

From what I know 
about laboratory testing 
and street results, it's 
my opinion that the best 
9mm bullets weigh 124 
to 127 grains and travel 
at a velocity of at least 
1250 feet per second 
(fps). This weight is 

Buffalo Bore offers three high performance 9mm loads in 115gr, 
124gr and 147gr with +P+ velocities. 

Speer Unicore bullets have cavities that are designed for the 
weight and speed of each bullet. 

heavy enough to pene
trate deep into the body 
whi:le the high velocity 
all but ensures dynamic 
expansion, provided 
the bullet cavity does 
not plug, something 
that can happen to any 
hollow point regardless 
of what advertisements 
might say. It has been 
my experience (and the 
experience of others 
who keep track of such 
things) that the best of 
the 9mm loads is the 
Winchester 127 -grain 
SXT +P+ hollow point 
traveling in excess of 
1300 fps from a 4-inch 
barrel. Unfortunately, 
this is a "police only" 

loading and is not 
available to the public. 
CorBon makes a 124-
grain load that leaves 
the barrel at 1250 fps
plus and is an excel
lent choice for those 
who cannot get the 
Winchester load, but it 
is a bit slower than the 
Winchester. 

Recently, Buffalo 
Bore Ammunition has 
introduced what are 
potentially the best 
9mm defensive loads 
currently available, 
and they are avail
able to anyone who 
can legally purchase 

Continued on page 88 

Performance: GLOCK 19 & BUFFALO BORE 9mm 

I Velocity 

Load High Low Average Expansion Penetration 

115 +P+ 1399 1381 1390 0.70 9.5 

124 +P+ 1310 1291 1299 0.68 12.5 

147+P+ 1189 1171 1181 0.67 15.0 

Bullet weight measured in grains, velocity in feet per second (fps) and expansion and 
penetration in inches. 



::: _ser-friendly manual of arms for both 
- ;!nt- and left-handed shooters. The 
antrol levers are the exact opposite 

of the SIG SAUER system, placing 
the slide release lever forward of the 
decocking lever, keeping it away from 
the right hand thumb so that it will not 
rest on it while shooting. This can often
times keep the slide from locking open 
after the last round. 

The test gun came with three 15-
round magazines, a capacity one less 
than the full-size gun. The magazines 
fall free from the grip with no drag, 
though they did stick the first few times, 
I believe, due to the polymer frame. 
Once the magazines are inserted and 
released a few times, they fall free 
just fine. I had difficulty pushing the 
magazine release button due to a slight 

. . : .. 

The FNP9-M becomes a potent defense gun when 
loaded with ammo like this Hornady XTP load. 

thumb rest on the grip that acts as a 
protection against inadvertent engage
ment of said button. I have small hands, 
so this will likely not be a problem for 
most people. Were I to carry this gun 
regularly, I would have to remove a 
small amount of material so I could 
reach t; le button without "flipping" the 

Continued on page 88 

Precision Sales International 

TXT 

SPR 
Series 

2 Klarides Village Dr. #336 • Seymour, CT 06483 
Tel: 203-262-6484 • Fax: 203-262-6562 • www.precisionsalesintl.com 

LPA's TXT Series adjustable rear sight for S&W 
revolvers . Easily upgrade most 
popular S&W standard sight 

revolvers to a competition grade fully 
adjustable rear sight. $74.50 each . 

LPA's SPR Series higher profile fully 
adjustable target sight set. May require 
some minor gunsmithing. Fits Beretta 92/ 
96/Brigadier/Cougar, Browning HP, Colt , CZ-
75/85 , Glock models 17-32, Ruger "P" 
Series, S&W, SIG-SAUER 220/225/226/ 
228/229, H&K USP/ P7/Mark 23, Tanfoglio/ 
Witness pistols. $74.95 each. 

LPA's TTF Series higher profile fully 
adjustable target sight set with true Fiber 
Optic inserts. $94.85 each. 

LPA's TPU Series adjustable target rear 
sights. Functions with the factory front sight. 
No Gunsmithing required!!! Fits Beretta 92/ 
96/ Brigadier, Browning HP, Colt, CZ-75/85, 
Glock models 17-32, Ruger MKII Standard, 
S&W SIG-SAUER 220/226/228/229, Ruger 
MKII, Tanfoglio/witness, Taurus PT92/58/ 
1 Llama .45 Is. $64.95 each . 

ACT-MAG MAGAZINES 
PSI , in partnership with Act-Mag of Italy, exclusively 
manufacturers the highest quality magazines for the 
firearms industry, both OEM to leading firearm 
manufacturers and for the consumer aftermarket. 

We offer magazines for 
the fol/owing firearms: 

1911 .45ACP Series 
Beretta 92FS 15rd and 17rd 
Kimber "Ultra" Series 14rd 
Para-Ordnance Pi4 14rd 
SIG P.220 .45ACP 8rd 
Taurus PT92199 15rd and 17rd 

y.S.'to~ by FREED DESI 
ergonomicalfy designed products 
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FNP9-M COMPACT 
9mm 

(Continued from page 31) 

gun in my hand, something that's fine in 
competition but not recommended for 
fighting with a gun. 

The DA trigger of my test gun was a 
bit heavy, breaking my trigger scale at 
11, pounds. According to the owner's 
manual, the DA trigger should be 
between 8 to 12 pounds, so this heavy 
trigger was within factory specifica
tions. After looking at the robust internal 
parts of the FNP9-M, it appeared to me 
that the trigger can be smoothed by a 
gunsmith and made to be much more 
user friendly. The SA was very pleas
ant at 4 pounds, with a reset length of 
travel of half an inch. Trigger reset is 
one of the new "gun controversies," as 
a number of competition shooters are 
now advocating a total release of the 
trigger on each and every shot. If this 
works for you ... great! It does not for 
me and I will continue to reset when I 
shoot, as the least amount of leverage 
applied rearward on the gun makes me 
less likely to take the muzzle off target. 
A small over-travel stop is molded into 
the rear of the trigger to eliminate any 

BUFFALO BORE'S 9mm 

(Continued from page 30) 

handgun ammunition. Tim Sundles, 
who spearheads Buffalo Bore, admits 
to being a large caliber aficionado and 
with a company motto of "Strictly Big 
Bore, Strictly Business." For someone 
like Tim to develop a 9mm loading, he 
must believe in its utility. 

Tim has started with a Speer 
Unicore hollow point bullet (what is 
known as the Gold Dot when fac
tory loaded) and loaded it into top 
quality brass cases with flash sup
pressed powder. For those who are 
not familiar with the Gold DotiUnicore 
hol:low point, it is essentially a soft 
lead bullet with a hollow point cavity 
that's designed for each weight and 
caliber of bullet. The thin jacket is a 
brass plating that is applied to the 
bullet to hold the lead core together 
while ensuring dynamic expansion. 
It is probably one of the most proven 
designs ever developed. 

I tested the three Buffalo Bore 9mm 
loads by shooting 15 rounds across 
the screens of my PACT chronograph 
at 15 feet using a GLOCK 19 with a 4-
inch barrel. Expansion and penetration 
was tested by shooting five rounds of 
each into denim-covered 10% ballistic 
gelatin at ten feet with the same gun. 

While I do not know of any actual 
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Performance: FNH USA FNP9-M 9mm 

Load 

CorBon 115 +P DPX 

Hornady 124 TAP CO 

Federal 124 HST 

Buffalo Bore 124 +P+ Unicore 

Winchester 147 SXT 

Hornady 147 TAP CO 

I Bullet weight measured in grains and accuracy in inches 

SPECIFICATIONS: 

FNH USA FNP9-M 

Caliber: 9mm 
Barrel: 3.79 inches 
OA Length: 7.09 inches 
Height: 5 inches 
Width: 1.55 inches 
Weight: 31 ounces 
Grips: Polymer 
Sights: 3-dot, optional night sights 
Action: DAiSA 
Finish: Black or stainless 
Capacity: 1 0/15-shot mags 

Author's favorite load is 124gr +P+, which 
expands to 68 caliber and penetrates 12.5". 

shootings with this load, I have no 
doubt that it will prove to be very 
effective. While I have never been a 
fan of the 147-grain 9mm loads, I am 
intrigued with this one. The cavity of 
the 147-grain Unicore bullet is wide 
and deep, and expands very well. This 
bullet travels as fast as many other 
companies' 115-grain loads. Think 
about what you are getting when you 
load your 9mm with a Buffalo Bore 
loading; a proven bullet, high speed, 
accuracy and rapid expansion. What 
more could you want? 

For more information contact: 

Buffalo Bore Ammunition 
Company, P.O. Box 40, Dept 
CH. Carmen, ID 83462; 208-756-
8085; www.buffalobore.com 

Accuracy 

7 Yards 10 yards 

1.88 3.50 

2.25 3.00 

2.75 3.75 

2.63 3.25 

2.88 4.00 

2.25 3.50 

excessive trigger movement. I thought 
that the trigger on my test gun felt a bit 
"spongy," but in all fairness, I had the 
opportunity to handle another version of 
this pistol and the trigger felt very crisp. 
The sights used on the FNP9-M are of a 
simple, three-dot variety and are made 
from metal. The slide of the new com
pact is not very tall, so the sights aren't 
high above the web of the hand, making 
them quick to acquire. Currently, Ameri 
Glo is offering night sights for this gun, 
which are some of the best sights in the 
industry. 

Range Time 

The new compact proved to be very 
accurate and reliable, which is what is 
expected when the weapon is made by 
FN. Since this gun is intended for per
sonal defense, I tested it for accuracy at 
both 7 and 10 yards from a two-handed, 
unsupported stance, which would likely 
be the case if the gun were to be used 
in a fight. 

Some 500 rounds of various ammo 
styles and weights were fired through 
the gun without a single malfunction. 
A number of shooters happened to 
drift by as I shot the gun and asked if 
they could "wring it out," which I was 
more than happy to oblige. Everyone 
who fired the gun had positive com
ments, but most would have preferred 
a smoother first trigger. This being said, 
the FNP9-M is a fine gun and would 
be an excellent choice for miiitary, law 
enforcement or personal defense. • 

For more information contact: 

FNH USA, P.O. Box 697, Dept 
CH, McLean, VA22101; 703-
288-1292; www.fnhusa.com 

AmeriGlo Sight Company, 5579B 
Chamblee Dunwoody Rd., Ste. 214, 
Dept CH, Atlanta, GA 30338; 770-
390-0554; www.ameriglo.net 

Bowie Tactical Concepts, 124 
Roy Pence Rd., Dept CH, W Union, 
OH 45693; 937-544-4606; www. 
bowietacticalconcepts.com 


