


t began with the idea of 
one more near-pelfect 
packin' pistol, this time in 
the then-new .480 Ruger. 

A call to Bob Baker at 
Freedom Arms resulted in a 
Freedom Arms 4.5" Field 
Grade Model 83 .475 
Linebaugh, with an extra 
cylinder chambered in .480 
Ruger. One of my near-per
fect packin ' pistols is another 
Freedom Arms Model 83, a 4.5" Premier Grade .454 Casull , with three extra 
cylinders in .45 Colt, .45 ACP and .45 WinMag. This has been one of my do-it
all sixguns for well over 15 years now. I expected the new combination of .475 
and .480 to do just as well, and I was not disappointed . 

The original factory loaded .480 Ruger from Hornady was a 325 grain JHP 
with a muzzle velocity of 1,206 fps from a 4.5"-barreled sixgun, namely the 
Freedom Arms test gun with the .480 Ruger cylinder in place. I wanted something 
different for what I was about to hunt. In late November 2001, I took the Freedom 
Arms 4.5" .480 Ruger to the YO Ranch to take part in the 12th Annual Handgun 
Hunters Against Hunger Hunt for the benefit of the Salvation Atmy. Over the 
years more than 100,000 pounds of meat have been donated through this one hunt 
alone. I personally had taken almost everything the YO had to offer, from Fallow 
Deer, Axis Deer, Blackbuck, Ibex , Whitetail deer, Mouflon, Corsican, Marino, 
Four-horn, Waterbuck and Aoudad, to name some of them. I got the heads; the 
homeless got the meat. I wanted something really big this time. 

My quarry on this hunt would rival the Eland shot in South Africa several 
years ago as the largest animal I had ever taken with a handgun. I was going after 
a bison, the American Buffalo. On the first morning of the hunt, my guide, Don 
McMinn and I were out at daylight and it took us about an hour and a half to find 
a group of a dozen or so bulls on the 50,000 acre ranch. I picked out what 
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HEAVY .45 COLT 
Ruger Super Redhawk 9.5" 
Ruger Super Redhowk 9.5" 
Ruger Redhowk 7.5" 

HEAVY .44 MAGNUM 
Ruger Super Redhowk 9.5" 
Ruger Super Redhawk 9.5" 
Tourus Raging Bull 6.5" 
Taurus Raging Bull 6.5" 

mAVY .41 MAGNUM 
Freedom Arms Model 83 10" 
Freedom Arms Model 83 10" 

HEAVY .454 CASUll 
Tourus Raging Bull 6.5" 
Tourus Raging Bull 6.5" 
Ruger Super Redhawk 9.5" 

.415 UNEBAUGH 
BFR 6.5" .480/.475 
BFR 6.5" .480/.475 

.480 RUGER 
Taurus Raging Bull 6.5" 
Taurus Raging Bull 6.5" 

HEAVY .44 SPECIAl 
Colt 7.5" New Frontier 
S&W Model 24 6.5" 
TLA Flot-Top Target 7.5" 

.45 ACP +P 
S&W Model 25-2 4" 

THE SIX GUNNER 
HIMSElf: GUNS, 
GEAR AND MORE 

Groupl 
load MV 25 Yds 

325 LBT 1,403 n/o 
260 JHP 1,592 n/o 
300 JFN 1,367 .5'" 

270 JFN 1,545 n/a 
300 JFN 1,392 n/a 
325 LBT 1,570 2V;' 

300 JFN 1,618 Iv;' 

265 LBT 1,481 7/8" 
170 JHP 1,885 7/8'" 

300 JFN 1,590 1 V;' 

360 LBT 1,400 2V;' 

300 JFN 1,332 1)\" 

420LBT 964 7/8'" 
420LST 1,307 1)\" 

370 LBT 987 2" 
410 LBT 1,154 7/8" 

255 Keith 1,112 1 V;' 

255 Keith 1,066 2' 
255 Keith 1,128 1 V;' 

1 B5 JHP 1,171 IV;' 

S&W Model 25-2 4" .45 ACP 200 JHP 1,042 llf' 
S&W Model 25-24" .45 ACP 230 JHP 939 2M" 

.45 SUPER 
S&W Model 011989 5" 185 JP 1,296 2V;' 

S&W Model 011989 5" 200 JHP 1,219 21f.' 

S&W Model 011989 5" 230 JHP 1,121 Iv;' 
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Taurus Raging Bull .454 performs well 
with Buffalo Bore~ Heavy .45 Colt loads. 

AMERICAN HANDG'UNNER • NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2003 



The Bad Guys 
Hate 

We make the strongest SlIe 
in the industry and we put the 

OUI of Businessl 

YOll buy a safe for only one reason
to protect your valuables and keep the 
bad guys out. We studied the weakness 
of the other security products on the 
market and what the bad guys did with 
them. Then we built a safe with a strong, 
solid, built-Iike-a-vault door! A safe 
door so strong that the bad guys don't 
even try. The bad guys hale us bUI our 
custome rs Jove us! 

Call us toll-free at 1-800-242-1055 
for your free color catalog and the name 
of a Cannon dealer near you. Call righl 
now' You 'll sleep a Jot better tonight . 
./ Sopel Om r edge ~olfl1osile con~ruction. the industlJ's slrongesl-
18 times sllengel Ilian 3J1&" dOOI ./ Sirongesl imamal hinge in Ihe 
indusut-leslad 10 suppo~ a SOOO lb . dool~e!el any doOi sag and 
i~pos!ible 10 p~ . ./ Heay, Sleel Body. Unibod! lomed 101 ext~ ~reuglh 
./ StiPSI drilllBsi~anllriple haldplale-sis sides olSO Rockwall ~l~. 
./rSlllid~eellot~ngboltl'/ HealaclivatedjoOiseal. ./lndapendenl 
laboralol, file lesled 1500° f 101 3D minulss . ./ HI fi~ed glDup 2M 
manipulal ion·re~s~nllo!l./ UI8urgla~ ~led securi~ !lIe. 

CAN NON SAFE, INC. 
216 SOUTH 2ND AVENUE 
BUILDING NUMBER 932 

SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92408 

WWW .CANNONSAFE.CO M 

Barrels available for Browning HP & (olt 1911 pattern. 
(All Colt balrell are available with any Ityle inlegral ramp cull). 

standard by 
""'''''" UII VlnCI:J • measured_ 

New Springfield XD 
Colt • Glock Bar-Sto--PreCision 
Sig Sauer . P.,0. B'ox 1838 . ~ \ ~' " 
BereHa 
Taurus 

29 'r armsl CA 9227'7 " 
760.~rV.2747 J 

760.367 .. 2~Q7~fax ~' 
barsto@eee.or · ~ 

For a catalog send$5 or 
order direct at www.barsto.com 

WWW.AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM 

TAFFIN TESTS 
Continued from page 48 

looked to be the best lookin' bull, as far 
as a mounted head would go. I was about 
35 yards away. I was usi ng Buffalo 
Bore 's ( Bu ffalo Bore for a buffalo 
seemed totally appropri ate to me !) 410 gr. 
hard cast bulle ted .480 load that does 
around 1,100 fps from the short-baneled 
Packin Pistol. Penetrati on was complete 
- in one side and out the other - and 
my hunt was over before the sun even 
warmed us up. 

Buffalo Bore's .480 load had per
formed perfectly, as I took the first really 
large a nimal I know of with the .480 
Ruger round. Buffalo Bore 's load did 
exac tly as expected. They offe r only 
serious hunting loads for serious hunters. 
Buffalo Bore's motto is "Strictly Big Bore, 
Strictly Business" and they mean exactly 
that. They offer only big bore loadings , 
everyone of which is a serious round for 
serious purposes. The smallest bore they 
offer is the .41 Magnum, followed by all 
the big bore sixgun loadings, .44 Magnum, 
.45 Colt, .454 Casull, .480 Ru ger, .475 
Linebaugh, and .500 Linebaugh. Serious 
stuff for serious hunting. 

Heavy .45 Co't 
Buffalo Bore offer s .45 Colt load s 

suitable for hunting big game where deep 
penetration is required. All of Buffalo 
Bore's .45 Colt loads are advertised as 
"Heavy .45 Colt" and are for use only in 
mode rn heavy duty .45 Colt s ixg uns. 
There are three staridard offerings. For 
maximum penetrati on, a hard cast 325 
grain LBT-LFN at 1,325 fps; for penetra
ti o n co mbined with ex pansio n, a 300 
grain Speer PSP (Plated Soft Point) at 
1,300 fps; and for smaller cri tters where 
expansion is more important th an deep' 
penetration, Buffalo Bore offers a 260 
grai n jacketed hollow point at 1,450 fps. 
The fourth offering from Buffalo Bore 
was designed with the mid-framed 
Freedom Arms Model 97 .45 Colt in 
mind , and is a 300 grain Speer PSP at 
1,200 fps. 

Heavy .44 Magnum 
Buffalo Bore's standard offerings in 

.44 Magnum consist of three heavy loads. 
There is the 270 grain Speer Gold Dot 
loaded to 1,450 fp s; a 300 grain Speer 
PSP (Plated Soft Point) at 1,300 fps and 
finally, for maximum penetration, a 305 
grai n hard cast LBT-LFN (Long Flat 
Nose) rated at 1,325 fps. 

Heavy .41 Magnum 
Buffalo Bore, as far as I know, is the 

only company offering heavy -duty .4 1 
Magnum hunting loads. Their standard 
weight bullet is a 170 gr. lliP at 1,650 fps. 
It is joined by two hard cast bulleted loads, 
a 230 gr. Keith bullet rated at 1,450 fps; 
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It's not a bog. It's virtually a new kind of holster 
and we are the FIRST. 

This holster funaions as a pistollaun(her with 
unbelievable speed draw. 

ALFREDO E. MADARANG 
INVENTOR 

looks unarmed defenseless after 713 of a second or less, FREMA HOLSTER 
for the gun is 100% concealed the gun is in his hand minus the waist straps 

YOU DON'T BELIEVE IT? • . I Pills shipping & handling 
then check out our website www.fremaholster.com " l l I I For CA residelll add 
and see different speed draw demonstration. • 8.25 percenl tax 
Frema Holster when used is the fastest to draw 
a gun and reholstered aside from being fully concealed 
with your shirt tuck-in wlo a jacket. 100% comfort. 

I Automatic pistols that will fit in this holster: I 
All 1911model; compact and full blown; browning; khar; beretta; glocks; ruger; sigseur; cz; taurus; HK USP, 

walter p99; springfield xd; daewoo etc. 

I Toll free no 1-800-238-9657 I Credit Card Orders I For e-mail orders:frema holsters@aol.com I 
CALL 1(800)542-1911 66the MAG GUIDE people"TM 

when only the BESTwili do! 

$74.95 "f:l A 
Government Modell 
Officers' Model 
Mag Guide 
Available: 
FlaVArched 
Ss/BL 20 LPI 
Also Available: 
Grizzly Flal-SSlBL $89.95 

$34.95 
" E-Z Fit Hi Grip"· Safety 
.250 radius-Series 70 & 80 
.220 radius 870 for Spring fields 
vPalmSwerlStandard 
(jig available) 

$99.00 
Ambidextrous 

'-.. .......... WJ ~o~;~~~~. Release 

Officers' Model & 

$95.95 
Full Para Mag Guide 
(For P14/P16 only) 
Available in: 
FlaVArched-SSlBl 20 lPI 

$34.95 

$34.95 "f:l A 
Mainspring Housing 
Available in: 
Gov't Model. Officers' Model , 
all Para·Ordnance. 20 LPI 
Flal/ArchecJ.SSlBL 
(Pl0/P12 flat only) 
(flat smooth available 
for all of the above) 

" E-Z Fit Hi Grip '" Safety 
(P10 only) 
Available in: 
~PalmSwel"·SS/BL Series 80 
250 radius 
Uig available) 

NEW-Slim Line Para-Ordnance. SS/BL 

from $16.50-$70.00 
S & A Custom Grips 
ExoTic Woods & Micarta 
Avai lable for all of the above 
mentioned firearms 

Mag Guides & Grips w/screws & bushings 

A available in Aluminum 

"f:l available with Lanyard Loop 

Color Catalog Available i VISA i 
Same Day Shipping 
Appropriate shipping charges I_ I 
Dealers Welcome - .' 
100% Customer Satisfaction 

® . 

I SMITH & '--it JALEXANDER.lnc. 
p.o. Box 496208 • Garland, Texas USA 75049-6208 

(800) SA2-1911 • International (972) 840-3665 
Fax (972) 840-6176 • Email sa1911 @gte .net 

www.smithandalexander.com 
Hours: M-F, 9am-5pm CST 

orld of Kn ives 
811 Main Street. Ho kins, MN 55343.1-800-677-6543 

Blade Length = 2 7/16" 
7511 - Partially sera ted 
7501 - Plain edge 

Blade Length:::; 27/16" 
7911 - Partially serated 
7901 - Plain edge 

Blade Length = 2 7/8" 
7512 - Partially serated 
7502 - Plain edge 

Call and order today! Professional Sharpening Service available. 
1 800 677 6543 Full line of Benchmade & Chris Reeve Knives 

- - - Call for pricing and availability. Add $8 00 for S & H 

98 

and for maximum penetration, there is the 
265 grain LWN (Long Wide Nose) at 1,350 
fps. As with most Keith-bulleted rounds, 
the Buffalo Bore 230 will not fit the tight 
chambers of the Freedom Alms Model 83. 

Heavy .454 Casu/l 
Buffalo Bore offers two hard cast and 

one jacketed bullet load for the .454 
Casul!. The jacketed version consists of 
Freedom Arms' 300 gr. jacketed flat nose 
at 1,625 fps; while the two hard cast 
bulle t loads are a 325 gr. LBT-LFN at 
1,5 25 fps and a 360 grain LBT-WFN 
(Wide Flat Nose) at 1,425 fps. These 
loads will handle anything that walks! 

.500 Linebaugh 
John Linebaugh's first wildcat is yet to 

be offered in a factory-chambered 
revolver, however it's well represented by 
custom 5-shot revolvers from John 
Linebaugh, as well as other sixgunsmiths 
such as Hamilton Bowen, D avid 
Clements, Jack Huntington, Gary Reeder 
and Jim Stroh. The only factory loads 
available are those from Buffalo Bore. 
Three hard cast LBT designs, a 435 gr. 
LFN at an easy-shootin' 950 fps; the 
same bullet at a full-bore 1,300 fps ; and a 
440 gr. WFN for maximum shocking 
power combined with penetration at 
1,250 fps, are all joined by a 400 gr. JHP 
at 1,400 fps. A 435 gr. LFN at 950 fps 
may be easy shootin' compared to the 
others, however it would certainly do the 
job on a deer or feral pigs. 

.475 Linebaugh 
John Linebaugh's original .475 was 

made by trimming .45 -70 brass to 
length. The .45-70 has a large rim that 
fits in custom 5-shot cylinders fitted to 
Ruger frames. However there's not 
enough room for the same rounds to fit 
in a Freedom Arms cylinder, as the rims 
would overlap, as well as interfere with 
the ratchet. When Buffalo Bore began 
offering .475 Linebaugh ammunition as 
a factory chambering, the rims were 
trimmed to fit in the Freedom Arms
sized cylinders. So we now have the 
excellent Model 83 offered in .475 
Linebaugh in all standard barrel lengths, 
as well as six versions of .475 ammuni
tion from Buffalo Bore. 

First comes an easy-shootin' loading 
of a 420 grain LBT-LFN at 950 fps.; the 
two heavy-duty cast bullet loads, both at 
1,350 fps and both weighing in at 420 
grains. One is an LBT-LFN for maximum 
penetration and the other an LBT-WFN 
(Wide Flat Nose) for maximum shocking 
power. For those who prefer jacketed bul
lets, there is a 400 gr. jacketed soft point 
at 1,400 fps, and finally two "custom" 
loadings of a 350 gr. JHP at 1,500 fps and 
a 440 LBT-WFN at 1,325 fps. 

Heavy .480 Ruger 
The .480 Ruger is simply the 1.400" 

.475 cut back to l.275" and loaded by 
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Buffalo Bore to be easier handling than 
the bigger brother. For practice, or for 
deer hunting as well, there is the 370 gr. 
LFN at an easy-shooting 1,000 fps (if we 
can classify a 370 gr. bullet as "easy 
shooting"); the same bullet loaded to a 
full 1,300 fps and my choice for bison, 
the 410 gr. WFN, which clocks out at 
1,200 fps from a 7.5" barreL 

Heavy .44 Special 
During all the years Elmer Keith was 

trying to get ammunition companies to 
offer his 1,200 fps Keith load, he also 
asked if they could at least load it to 
1,000 fps. Ammo manufacturers were 
concerned about his heavy load in older 
guns so he suggested this compromise. 
It never happened until now. Buffalo 
B ore offers a true 255 gr. hard cas t 
Keith bullet rated at an even 1,000 fps. 
This load should do fine for close-range 
on small deer. The A4 Special also rep
resents Buffalo Bore ' s first excursion 
into defensive ammunition with a 185 
gr. JHP at I , ISO fps, especially for use 
in 5-shooters such as S&W 's Models 
296 and 696. 

.45 ACP+P 
Thi s 90-plus yea r old round still 

remains the number one choice for self 
defense for a lot of handgunners. Buf
falo Bore now offers four heavy AS 
ACP loadings. They include three loads 
with Speer Gold Dots: a 185 gr. JHP at 
1, I SO fps , a 200 gr. JHP at 1,050 fp s 
and 230 gr. JHP rated at 950 fps. The 
ACP lineup is rounded out with a 230 
gr.FMJ FN at 950 fps . 

.45 Super 
For those who want everything they 

can get from the AS, Buffalo Bore offers 
four AS Super loads . Two 230 gr loads at 
1,100 fps are assembled with FMJ and 
JHP bullets, while two more JHP offer
ings are a 200 gr. JHP (1,200 fp s) and a 
185 gr. JHP at 1,300 fps. Again, JHP bul
lets are Speer Gold Dots. These JHP ver
sions could also be just the ticket o r 
those who want to use their Model 625 
or Mountain Gun chambered in AS ACP 
for hunting. 

Buffalo Bore's AS ACP rounds are 
loaded at 18 ,500 PSI , while the Supers 
run around 26,000 PSI. They should be 
used accordingly. Both are loaded with 
fl ash-suppressed powders to aid in defen
sive shooting, especially at night. 

Whatever big bore sixgun you may 
have, and whatever you may want to 
hunt, Buffalo Bore probably ha s the 
perfect answer for your need s. All 
loads are tested by Buffalo Bore in 
ac tual sixguns so expect the MVs to be 
as rated. This is ..... 
good stuff! '" 

For more information contact, Buffalo 
Bore at 100 Freeman Creek Rd. , Cam1en 
ID 83462; (208) 756-8085. 
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LJlnan 1200 ·I.!l.;:£fj 
Digital Powder System 

The PutUPe is NePe! 
The Revolutionary New I.vmaH 1200 DPS 
with PRtJGRAMMABI.E MEMORV 
SYSTEM allows you to program up to 20 of 
your favorite loads into memory. Simply recall 
the one you want and dispense the powder 
quickly without wasted powder type 
calibration time. 

• Faster Drop Speeds 
• Accurate to ~o grain 
• Stores and Recalls up 

to 20 Different Loads 
• Use as Electronic 

Scale or Dispenser 
• No Lengthy Powder 

Type Calibration 
Down Time 

• Auto Trickier Function 
• Built-in Removable 

Dust Cover 
• Store Your Favorite Loads 

in Memory 

www.lymanproducts.com 
Lyman Products 475 Smith Street, Dept. 1189, Middletown CT 06457 

Phone: 1-800-22-LYMAN Fax: (860) 632-1699 

Quit wasting your time or even jeopardizing your life searching by "trial 
and error method" for a magazine to feed today 's semi-auto pistols. 

MEC-GAR exclusively manufactures magazines recognized for 
guaranteed fit, finish and totally reliable functionality by the majority of 

firearm manufacturers since 1965! 

• We are the largest supplier 
to military, government 
and law enforcement 
agencies worldwide. 

• Our magazines come 
standard with the 
firearms of more than 
50 prominent 
manufacturers like: 
Smith & Wesson • Sigarms 
Springfield Armory· NAA 
Browning • Kel- Tee • Taurus 
Kimber' Walther' CZ 
Styer· Remington 
BUL • Charles Daly 

AtlE06AR® 
World's Finest Magazines 

For a free catalog call toll-free or write to: 
Mec-Gar USA, Inc., 115 Hurley Rd. #6G, Dept. SI, Oxford, CT 06478 
Tel: (800) 632-4271 Fax: (203) 262-1719 www.mec-gar.com 
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